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Our Friendly Rep!
Friendly Chevrolet’s representative 
to the Corvette Club of Texas is 
unassigned. When you need to 
replace your Corvette with a new 
C6 be sure and give Friendly a 
call.

Also don’t forget to contact 
Friendly when you are upgrading 
the family car for a new one! 

In addition to their regular work 
schedule, Friendly representatives 
are always at the dealership 
during our monthly Friday night 
membership meeting. 

Meeting Information
Corvette Club of Texas (CCT)

 Monthly Membership 
Meeting

Held every third Friday of 
the month, at 7:30 p.m. at 
Friendly Chevrolet, 2754 North 
Stemmons Freeway, Dallas. All 
members, visitors and Corvette 
owners are Welcome.

Following each CCT monthly 
membership meeting, a CCT 
after club social event is hosted 
by a CCT Member, starting at 
approximately 8:30 p.m.

Monthly Board Meeting

Held before the monthly 
Membership Meeting at 7:00 
p.m. at Friendly Chevrolet. All 
members are invited to attend.

The Corvetter

Volume 63 Issue 12

The Corvetter, the offi cial newsletter of the 
Corvette Club of Texas (CCT), is published 
monthly by The Corvette Club of Texas 
P.O. Box 36022, Dallas, Texas 75235-1022 
for the exclusive use of its members and 
invited guests. Initial distribution is done 
electronically by e-mail. A small number 
of paper copies are delivered via First 
Class mail or by hand when necessary. The 
newsletter is also available on the CCT 
web site: www.corvettecluboftexas.org 
Subscriptions to The Corvetter are free to 
CCT members. 

© 2011 Corvette Club of Texas. All rights 
reserved. Reprints of original material are 
available on a per article basis only with 
written permission of a CCT offi cer, the 
author or the Editor. 

Previously copyrighted material if any 
retains the original author’s copyright. 
Please send all submissions via e-mail to the 
editor at jwagner@gte.net. All submissions 
become intellectual property of The 
Corvetter. 

From the Editor

2011 OFFICERS, BOARD AND STAFF
President Mitch Factor 817-329-0693 mfactor@hmaconsulting.com

Vice President TBA

Treasurer Mel  Roggenbuck 817-571-0284 rogge69@sbcglobal.net

Secretary Jeanette Bradley 214-348-0775 k.bradley@sbcglobal.net

NCCC Governor Paul Wolter 817-478-6096 pwol1962@sbcglobal.net

BOARD MEMBERS
Bob Stephens Term ends 12-2011 972-563-6145 bobstephens@sh-ainc.com

Bob Kee Term ends 12-2012 972-524-5555 DPSKee@aol.com

Gilbert Crouch Term ends 12-2012 972-252-3995 crouchmtr@verizon.net

David Cooper Term ends 12-2013 972-429-9642 tejasraider@yahoo.com

Joe Carrion Term ends 12-2013 972-491-0355 joe.carrion@verizon.net

STAFF CHAIRPERSONS
Activities TBA

Charities Coordinator Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Club Merchandise Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Membership Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Property Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Historian Ken Bradley 214-348-0775 k.bradley@sbcglobal.net

Newsletter Joe Wagner 817-282-1355 joe@y2k7.com

Photographer Charles Whitaker 972-239-0485 whitaker@fl ash.net

Raffl e Gene Whitaker 972-239-0485 gene-whitaker@fl ash.net

Webmaster Joe Wagner 817-282-1355 joe@y2k7.com

NCM Ambassador James Powdrill 972-838-4330 jamespowdrill@mypbmail.com

On the cover:  The 100,000,000th 
smallblock V8 produced by General 
Motors looked like this and will be 
in a Corvette ZL1. See story later in 
this issue. 

 

Joe Wagner

Made it through another year with this 12th issue. 
A happy time with Thanksgiving behind us and 
Christmas to look forward to. But this year a sad time 
as well with the losses of Clint and Steve. They will 
be missed and will be remembered as we celebrate the 
holidays and their lives.

It is a good time for me to thank all of the people that 
contributed to the Corvetter in 2011 and made my 
life a lot easier. First is, of course, Charles who had 
one or more articles in every issue. Carol, Patti, Paul, 
Paulette and JoAnn & James were some of the others 
who contributed multiple times with great write-ups 
and photos of several of the CCT activities.  Of course 
I thank also all of the offi cers that contribute their 
columns and club information in a timely manner 
month after month: Mitch, Paul, Mary and Jeanette. 
Without all of your contributions it would take hours 
longer to create each issue and the issues would be 
MUCH less interesting.
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TROPHY CASE @ FRIENDLY CHEVROLET MAINTENANCE  - SIGN UP
Quarter Maintainer

January 21 —April 14 Paul & Mary Wolter
April 15 - July 14 Barry & Annette Marsh
July 15 - October 20 TBA
October 21 –January 20, 2011 TBA

President’s Prerogative December 2011

2011 AFTER CLUB MEETING DRIVE & EAT SIGN UP
Month Host Month Host
January 21 Bob & Darlie Kee July 15 Dave & Kathy Cooper
February 18 Steve & Sharon Norris August 19 Steve & Sharon Norris
March 18 Dennis & Patti Bertwell September 16 Bob & Paula Mischel
April 15 Bob & Darlie Kee October 21 Charles & Gene Whitaker
May 20 Joe & Gail Carrion November 18 Mitch & Carol Factor

June 17 Ken & Jeanette Bradley December CCT Christmas Party

2011 CLUB ACTIVITY SIGN UP
Month Host Month Host

January July Paul & Mary Wolter
February August 
March Mitch and Carol Factor September 
April October Bob & Paula Mischel
May Mel Roggenbuck and John & Cindy Crisler November Joe & Gail Carrion

June Dennis & Patti Bertwell December Paul & Mary Wolter

As I write this President’s Prerogative I have just left the memorial service for our long time member, Clint Brennan, and will be 
on the way to the visitation this evening for another one of members, Steve Norris.  It has been a sad couple of days with the loss of 
these two dear men.  For those who missed the memorial for Clint, you can see the tribute on Clint’s life in this newsletter.  It was 
just 10 days ago that we were all together at the after-club dinner before Steve’s untimely death.  My last memory of Steve is the 
great time we had in Fredericksburg three weeks ago playing a mindless dice game the Norris’ introduced to us called LCR.  If you 
did not make the trip to Fredericksburg you will just have to trust me.  “What Happens in Fredericksburg stays in Fredericksburg.”

I trust everyone had a healthy and happy Thanksgiving holiday.  I appreciate the support each and every member of CCT has 
provided to our club and community this year.  

All the Gill children have been adopted.  We were able to adopt all the children Mary had on her list due to the generosity of 
our members.  Once more, special thanks goes out to Paul and Mary and all those who helped make it possible for our club to 
participate in this most worthwhile charitable endeavor again this year. 

Continued on page 5
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CORVETTE CLUB OF TEXAS, INC.
NOVEMBER 18, 2011 MEMBERSHIP MEETING

FRIENDLY CHEVROLET, STEMMONS FREEWAY, DALLAS
The meeting was brought to order by the president, Mitch Factor, at 7:30 PM, November 18, 2011.  The October minutes were  
approved as printed in the newsletter.   Mel Roggenbuck gave the treasurer’s report and gave a copy to the secretary.  Mitch said we 
still need someone to replace Mel for next year.      

NCCC Governor, Paul Wolter, reported that he attended the NCCC Governor’s meeting and two positions need to be fi lled—
treasurer and secretary.  Paul was appointed treasurer for the Southwest Region of NCCC.  Next he discussed rule book approvals.  
CCT has seven sanctions approved with 10 available for the year.  We will coordinate and partner with Cowtown who is using 3 
sanctions from Brazos River and this still leaves us with 3 sanctions to have a rally. 

He discussed a new organization where families help other Corvette travelers who need help when traveling through your city.  This 
might be help with directions, or maybe a phone number for a good mechanic or helping out the Corvette traveler in numerous ways.  
A list would be collected of people willing to help out with various problems which might be encountered in your part of the city in 
which you  live. 

June 23 thru 29 is the date of the convention for this next year in Topeka, Kansas.   The 2013 NCCC convention has been proposed  
for Bowling Green, Kentucky, June 24-28.  

Mary Wolter reported that we have  71 members, which includes 57 NCCC members.   We have 74 members signed up for 2012, 
which includes 70 NCCC members.   You need to remember that all new members who buy their cars from Friendly Chevrolet,  have 
their fi rst year membership paid by Friendly, which includes the NCCC dues for one year.  The NCCC membership entitles that 
member to be covered by insurance through NCCC for any accident which happens while participating in an NCCC event and that 
does include workers and drivers. 

Susan Mays, a new member from Michigan was introduced.

Activities:

• Joe Carrion discussed the Fredericksburg trip which took place the weekend of  November 11.  

• Christmas party , December 17th, at TMS clubhouse.   Cost is $25 per person this year if you email Joann and let her know if you 
will attend and $30 per person at the door without notice.   

• Mary displayed a glass trophy presented to Corvette Club of Texas for its participation in helping families in need for several 
years.   This was presented at a luncheon held at the Omni Hotel in Fort Worth last week.    

• Mary also asked if CCT wanted to donate money to the Ronald McDonald House.  Bob Stephens made a motion to have CCT 
donate $500 to the Ronald McDonald House.  it was seconded and approved.

• Bob Stephens discussed the trip in January to visit Costa Rica, where he has a house.  He has scheduled day trips,   free time, 
and dinner activities.  The cost is approximately $2,700 per couple and also includes a rented bus to take everyone on the 
scheduled events and accommodations for the week. 

Mitch  reported that the CCT Board made a proposal to change the elections of board members as follows:  

• Annual election concurrent with offi cers.  

• Nominate in November, elect in December and take offi ce in January.   Board members serve a 2 year term.  

• If elected to complete an unexpired term, it is only for balance of term. 

• Board members can repeat  election 2 consecutive terms.  

• Change would mean 2 board members elected in one year, and 3 elected in the next year.  

Election of  two board members to replace Bob Stephens and Bob Kee  for this coming year would be nominated in January and 
elected in February.   Joe Carrion, David Cooper and Gilbert Crouch  will be replaced and new board members elected in December 
2012 for the year 2013 at the same time as the offi cers.    

Mitch opened nominations for offi cers next year.  James Powdrill and David Cooper were nominated for president but rejected it.  
Steve Norris was nominated for vice president again.  Jim Iule was nominated for treasurer.  Jeanette Bradley was nominated for 
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secretary.  Nominations will remain open until election of offi cers at the Christmas Party, December 17th at Texas Motor Speedway 
Clubhouse.   

Gene Whitaker conducted the raffl e.  Charles Whitaker took pictures of raffl e winners and their gifts.  The meeting adjourned at 8:30 
PM.  Everyone was invited to caravan to Market Center Diner arranged by Carol and Mitch Factor. 

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanette Bradley, Secretary

President’s Prerogative December 2011 (Cont.)
Nominations for the 2012 offi cers are still open and we will have elections for next year’s offi cers at the Christmas party on Saturday 
December 17th. Due to Steve’s untimely death we will need someone to fi ll the offi ce of Vice President.  

Be sure to contact Joann Powdrill to make a reservation if you are planning on attending the CCT Christmas party.  If you have not 
made a reservation, the cost for the Christmas Dinner will be $30.00 per person.  Good news, Ronnie Walker will provide music for the 
Christmas Party.  We missed him last year.  Thanks, Ronnie, the party is just not the same without your music and singing.

I look forward to seeing you at the CCT Christmas Party on Saturday, December 17th. Remember to bring your wrapped gifts bundled in 
one large bag for the Gill children that you adopted and also the gift(s) for our Chinese gift exchange.  Please bring something that YOU 
would like to receive as a gift yourself.  You should spend a minimum of $25.00 on the gift (i.e., each couple will bring two $25.00 gifts; a 
single person will bring one $25.00 gift).

It has been an outstanding year!  Thank you for your continued support.

Mitchell Factor

President, CCT

…and remember to 

Steve  Norris 
BORN: Friday July 29, 1949

DIED: Monday November 28, 2011

Steve Norris, age 62 of Rowlett, TX, passed away November 28, 2011.  He was born July 29, 1949, in Lake City, FL, to William 
Charles and Stella (Wheeler) Norris.  Mr. Norris was an Accounts Manager for Carquest Auto Parts.  He was a member of The 
Corvette Club of Texas and loved cars, boating and racing.  He also loved vacations with his family and spending time with his 
grandkids. Serverd as CCT vice-President.

 Mr. Norris is survived by his wife: Sharon Norris of Rowlett, TX; sons: Jody Norris of Arlington, TX, Chad Norris & wife 
Laurie of Rowlett, TX, and Brian Norris & wife April of Ft. Worth, TX; grandchildren: Jasmine, Christian, Chase, Nolan, 
Nylah, and Neely Norris; future grandson: Nash Norris, due in April, 2012; sisters: Alice Norris of Abilene, TX, and Essie 
Bright of Comanche, TX; brother-in-law: Owen Smedley & wife Becky of Abilene, TX; and numerous nieces and nephews.  
He was preceded in death by his parents. Funeral services were held 2:00pm, Thursday, December 1, 2011, at Rest Haven 
Funeral Home-Rockwall Chapel

Sharon has requested that memorial contributions be made to the Baylor Jack and Jane Hamilton Heart and Vascular Hospital 
in lieu of fl owers.  The hospital’s priority is the advancement of heart and vascular technology and research.  Donations made 
me made in memory of Steve Norris to:

Baylor Jack and Jane Hamilton Heart & Vascular Hospital Foundation

Attention: SUITE 150

621 North Hall Street

Dallas, TX  75226 

Rest Haven Funeral Home - Rockwall Chapel  (2500 State Hwy. 66 East, Rockwall, TX   75087) with Pastor Rick Donaho 
offi ciating.  Interment followed in Rest Haven Memorial Park.  
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Clinton C. Cooney Brennan 
Brennan, Clinton C. Conney Clinton C. Cooney Brennan was born on April 26, 1927 and died on 
November 17, 2011. 

He is survived by his wife of sixty years, Margaret Zilla Brennan; son, Brett A. Brennan and wife, 
Kathleen T. Hanrahan; daughter, Brenda A. Brennan and mate, Alan Thomas; sister, Mary Dugas 
and brother, William Brennan. 

Clinton Brennan attended the U. Colorado/Boulder in the Navy V12 program, U. Houston and 
Case/Western Reserve in Geology-Engineering, UCLA/Special Studies, and Harvard Business 
School, Executive Development Program. He served in the Navy during WWII in the South 
Pacifi c major confl icts and was attached to the Marines in the liberation of Guam. 

Clint was a pioneer in the credit card industry being associated with Dashew Business Machines 
and marketing the fi rst bank credit card system. He also pioneered in the computer industry with 
Control Data and was responsible for the sale of scientifi c machines throughout the U.S. He retired 

from Digital Equipment Corporation in Dallas in 1992. 

After retirement, he was a volunteer with Citizens Democratic Corp/CDC working with the Eastern Block countries, Romania 
in particular, where he often lectured at the University and helped companies develop their business strengths and contacts with 
the US and other European countries. He also volunteered with the Indian Nation school districts in Arizona to computerize 
a tracking transportation system. His knowledge and service endeared him to many throughout the world. His thirst for 
continuous knowledge enrolled him over recent years at the North Central Texas College, Corinth. 

His many activities included being on the initial City of Corinth Development and Planning Commission, Lions Club, Dallas 
Paleontology Society. A Life Member of the Society of Manufacturing Engineers/SME, he was a founding member of CASA/
SME (Computer and Automated System Association) and President’s Circle member. He was a Board Member and Offi cer of the 
North Central Texas College Foundation and served for many years in this capacity. 

Clint was a quiet, kind, gentle man. He traveled throughout his life caring for and helping everyone. He will be so greatly 
missed. . In lieu of fl owers, contributions may be made to: Clinton C. Brennan Scholarship Fund, North Central Texas College, 
1500 N. Corinth St. Corinth, TX 76210 or VNA/Hospice 216 W. Mulberry, Denton, TX 76201.
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Proposal to change election process of Corvette Club of Texas (CCT) 
for board members 
As presented in November club meeting by Bob Stephens, Board Chairman, and will be published in Corvetter Magazine, DEC 2011 
and JAN 2012 issue, and to be voted in regular business meeting JAN 2012.

Current bylaw (page 3 of 10 March 19,2010) for Director election is as follows:

“Directors nominations will be made two months before expiration of the outgoing Directors term from the fl oor of the regular 
business meeting and will remain open until immediately before the election. Each of the fi ve Directors is elected at the business 
meeting the month before the outgoing Director’s term expires. Director’s term of service is two years. The board member with the 
longest tenure in January shall be the Chairperson of the Board and will conduct all regular board meetings. Board members shall 
not succeed themselves. The Board of Directors terms are staggered to provide continuity and overlap of the board members. Board 
members terms begin on the fi rst day of the month following their election and run for two years. The Board members and their term  
expiration date are listed in the Corvetter each month.”

Proposed changes to bylaw:

Director nominations will be made concurrent with offi cer nominations at the regular November business meeting and remain open 
until immediately before the election, at the December business meeting. Director’s term of service is two years. The board member 
with the longest tenure in January will be the Chairperson of the Board and will conduct all regular board meetings. Board members 
shall not succeed themselves.

The Board of Directors terms are staggered to provide continuity and overlap of the board members. Board members terms will 
begin on January 1 after the election and run for two years. The fi ve directors will be nominated and elected in alternate years to the 
schedule of two (2) in one year and three (3) the next.

**SPECIAL PROVISION OF A ONE TIME ONLY  (OTO) BOARD ELECTION**

To make provision for the above board recommended change, this special provision will be added to the yes or no vote on an OTO 
basis. This provision will expire immediately after the approval/disapproval of above changes and subsequent election as detailed in 
the following statement.

In order to get this new board term of service into action, this special election will need to be included with above bylaw changes. 
At the January 2012 business meeting, three nominations must be made to replace 3 board members (Stephens, Kee, Crouch) these 
three new members will serve a modifi ed two year term 2012 and 2013 and will be replaced at the November-December election 
cycle as above at the 2013 elections.

In addition two members (Cooper and Carrion) will be replaced in the new, standard election process at the end of 2012. The two 
new members will serve 2013-2014. Thereafter, the election cycle and staggered board terms of 2 in one year and 3 the next will be 
in place.

This process should eliminate the multiple elections during the year with one complete portfolio of offi cers and directors serving 
concurrently.

********************************************************************************************* 

Second bylaw change for Meetings (page 2 and page 5 of 10 March 19, 2010) Current reading:

Page 2 “Board of Directors meetings will be conducted on the Monday before the

regular business meeting...

Page 5 “Board Member will be present at all board meetings that are held on Monday

nights prior to the business meeting.”

Change both to read;

Board of Directors meetings will be held prior to the regular business meeting

Board member will be present at all board meetings that are held prior to the business meeting



8

The Corvetter       December 2011



9

The Corvetter       December 2011
November 2011 Meeting & Raffl e

By Charles Whitaker

The regular meeting of the Corvette Club of Texas was held on November 18, 2011 at Friendly Chevrolet with our president Mitch 
Factor conducting the business. We had another great turnout at the meeting.

The pictures below show the people that attended the meeting.

November Meeting Attendance

The Raffl e Lady, Gene Whitaker, collected $70 from selling tickets for the raffl e. Each person who brought a gift for the raffl e and 
each visitor got a free ticket. Our next meeting will be the Christmas party where the raffl e prizes will be provided, but bring a lot of 
money because the tickets prices go up. The money all goes to our Christmas charity. The 10 raffl e prize-winners are pictured below 
with their prizes. I want to personally thank all of the people who brought prizes because it makes the meeting a lot of fun. As usual 
Carol Factor won a prize and our newest member Susan Mays won a prize.  We can always count on Carol and either a visitor or a 
new member to win. At the meeting when I joined the club in December 1994, I won the $100 cash door prize at the Christmas party.

Mary Wolter collected Christmas Stockings for Solders that some of our members prepared and she will send them to Afghanistan 
where they will be given to the solders.

  

                                Christmas Stockings for Solders                                                            The Raffl e Prizes
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                                   Carol Factor                                                                                     Susan Mays

  

                                       Darlie Kee                                                                                  Susan Warnecke

  

                                      John Crisler                                                                                Charles Whitaker
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                                      Bob Mischel                                                                              Sharon Norris

  

                                        Jim Iuele                                                                                              Paul Wolter
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Carol and Mitch Factor sponsored the after-meeting dinner at Marker Diner. We had 34 CCT members attending. The food was good 
and we enjoyed the cozy seating when we could talk and eat.
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Operation Stockings for Soldiers
Mary Wolter, while perusing Facebook several weeks ago, came across an OPERATION STOCKINGS FOR SOLDIERS article 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Operation-Stockings-for-Soldiers/188943044521771 and thought that it would be great if every 
CCT member would make a Christmas stocking fi lled with all sorts of goodies for Christmas for the soldiers in Afghanistan who 
are putting their lives on the line protecting our freedom and the Afghanistan residents.  Members brought 27 stockings stuffed with 
items to the November CCT Membership. 

 
 Stockings for Soldiers     Stockings for Soldiers with Greeting Cars

Mary also asked one of the Arlington Grace Lutheran School (GLS) teachers if the students would like to prepare Christmas 
greeting cards for the soldiers to accompany the Christmas stockings.  The response from the students was overwhelming, and they 
put a lot of thought and creativity in preparing numerous cards as shown in the pictures.  We put each stocking in clear plastic ziploc 
bags along with a greeting card, a CCT business card and then we packed all the stockings into fi ve large boxes.  After completing 
the packing, we completed a Customs Declaration form 2976A for each box then “fi nally” we transported the boxes to the USPS for 
shipment to the USAF soldiers stationed in Afghanistan.  The total weight of the shipment was 102 lbs.

 Christmas Cards Prepared by GLS Students   A GLS Student’s Message to the Soldiers
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Christmas Cards Prepared by GLS Students   Mary with Stockings Being Shipped to Afghanistan

We thank all CCT members and the Arlington Grace Lutheran School students who helped demonstrate their support for our troops 
for preparing stockings and personalized Christmas Greeting cards.

Some background information about the OPERATION STOCKINGS FOR SOLDIERS which was posted on Facebook about this 
great very worthwhile effort is provided below. 

Operation Stockings for Soldiers Facebook Posting 
This is Captain Kevin Humphrey and I am sending out an all points bulletin. I am here in Afghanistan and I need help for 
Christmas. In the darkness of Christmas Eve and Christmas day our warriors will still be launching planes. I will be going to every 
warrior we have and I would like to give them a Christmas stocking. If you and your families would be willing to make some small 
stockings for our soldiers it would be appreciated. My address is. USAF 451 AEW/HC, APO,AE  09355. 

Please send this out to anyone you can think of. I need about 3000. Please send to churches and friends. Make a difference in a 
warrior’s life this Christmas. Imagine what it would be like to be alone and then receive an unexpected gift. So. We talk about 
ministry and the need to do more. Let’s put our feet into action. God bless you all.

Ideas...
knit caps, hot chocolate packets, candy canes, toothbrush & toothpaste, cds, dvds, paperback books, hard candy, bubble gum, mints, 
moisturizer, lip balm, shampoo, eye drops, sun block, batteries, playing cards, dominoes, Christmas candy, fruit roll-ups, cracker 
jacks, Slim Jims, pretzels, lemonade and fruit fl avored drink mixes, coffee, commercially packaged Trail Mix, nuts, cookies, 
(Sorry, no home-baked items), Raman soup, chips, small cans of tuna, lasagna, Beefaroni, canned fruit, pocket games & puzzles, 
current magazines, AT&T phone cards, disposable cameras, foot powder, small sizes of toiletries & lotions, crew socks, hand & 
foot warmers, fl y swatters, AND a Holiday Greeting Card with your messages of Support & Friendship. If you include your return 
address, (email or snail) you might hear back from the soldier who receives your card.

Thank you for your support!!!
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Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) Honors CCT.
CCT members James & Joann Powdrill and Paul & Mary 
Wolter were invited by the Fort Worth Gill Children’s Services, 
Inc. Director Amanda Stalling to attend the 31st Annual 
National Phlanthropy Day Awards Luncheon on November 
17, 2011 at the Omni Fort Worth Hotel. The event was held 
to honor the community’s philanthropists for their generous 
support.

CCT members have been working with Gill Family Services, 
Inc. for the past 15 years by adopting needy children and 
providing Christmas gifts, dinners, diapers, toothbrushes/
toothpaste, turkeys and Target gift cards to enable families to 
purchase items to help meet some of each family’s daily needs.  

The awards luncheon was attended by representatives 
from 24 Charitable Organizations and their corresponding 
honorees.  Each year organizations purchase a table to 
honor philanthropists who have made an impact at their own 
organization.           
      

There were approximately 500 attendees at the luncheon, and CCT was honored to be selected by Gill Children’s Services, Inc. to 
be recognized for our contributions in helping their organization provide the “much needed” items to the families selected by Gill 
Children’s Services, Inc.

Speedway Children’s Charities (SCC) at the Texas Motor Speedway was one of fi ve organizations that received a “special award”.  
The Texas Chapter has granted more than $8 million to impact the needs of children in North Texas.  Paul & Mary Wolter and their 
daughter Robin Klassen work approximately seven SCC fund raising events each year.

The AFP is an association of professionals throughout the world that advances philanthropy by enabling people and organizations to 
practice ethical and effective fundraising.  The core activities through which AFP fulfi lls this mission includes education, training, 
mentoring, research, credentialing and advocacy.

Amanda, James, Joann, Mary & Paul with AFP Award
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GM Builds 100-Millionth Small-Block Engine
Milestone LS9 assembly at Performance Build Center comes 56 years after introduction

 2011-11-29 (from Corvette Action Center)

 WIXOM, Mich. – General Motors today will build its 100-millionth small-block engine – 56 years after the fi rst production 
small block – representing an engineering legacy that continues to deliver greater performance and effi ciency through advanced 
technology.

 Chevrolet introduced the small-block in 1955 and the production milestone comes in the same month the brand marked its 100th 
anniversary. The small-block engine has been used in GM vehicles around the world and is currently found in global Chevrolet, 
GMC and Cadillac vehicles, as well as Vauxhall in the United Kingdom and Holden in Australia.

 “The small block is the engine that brought high-performance to the people,” said David Cole, founder and emeritus chairman of 
Center for Automotive Research – and whose father, the late Ed Cole, was the chief engineer at Chevrolet and oversaw development 
of the original small block engine. “There is an elegant simplicity in its design that made it instantly great when new and enables it to 
thrive almost six decades later.”

 The milestone engine is a 638-horsepower supercharged LS9 small block – the power behind the 205-mph Corvette ZR1 – which is 
hand-built at GM’s Performance Build Center, northwest of Detroit. It represents the fourth generation of the small block and is the 
most powerful engine ever built by GM for a regular-production car. GM will preserve the engine as part of its historical collection.

 The small block has been adapted in almost innumerable ways throughout the auto industry and beyond. Updated versions of 
the original Gen I engine are still in production for marine and industrial applications, while “crate engine” versions offered by 
Chevrolet Performance are used by thousands of enthusiasts every year to build hot rods. The 4.3L V-6 used in some Chevrolet and 
GMC full-size trucks and vans is based on the small-block, too, but with two fewer cylinders. All of these versions contribute to the 
small block’s 100-million production milestone.

 “This tremendous achievement celebrates an engineering triumph that has reached around the globe and created an industrial 
icon,” said Sam Winegarden, executive director and group global functional leader - Engine Engineering. “And while the small-
block’s enduring design has proven adaptable to meet performance, emissions and refi nement challenges over the years, it has more 
importantly delivered them with greater effi ciency.”

 Current small blocks engines feature all-aluminum cylinder block and heads in car and many truck applications to help save weight 
and contribute to greater fuel economy. Many applications feature fuel-saving technologies such as Active Fuel Management – which 
shuts down four cylinders in certain light-load driving conditions – and camshaft phasing, which continuously alters valve timing to 
optimize performance, effi ciency and emissions.

 

The 430-horsepower (476 kW) LS3 version of the Gen-IV small-block helps the 2012 Corvette accelerate from 0 to 60 mph in about 
four seconds, run the quarter-mile in just over 12 seconds and achieve a top speed of more than 180 mph – all while achieving EPA-
estimated highway fuel economy of 26 mpg. That compares favorably against many sports and performance cars:

 •The 2012 Audi R8 is EPA-rated at 21 mpg on the highway with a V-8 engine

 •The 2012 BMW 650i coupe is EPA-rated at 23 mpg on the highway with a V-8 engine

 •The 2012 Nissan GT-R is EP-rated at 23 mpg on the highway with a turbo V-6 engine.

 It also compares favorably against many vehicles known more for soccer practice drop-offs – and fuel economy – than quick lap 
times on a road course:

 •The 2012 Toyota Sienna minivan is EPA-rated at 24 mpg with a four-cylinder engine

 •The 2012 Subaru Legacy sedan is EPA-rated at 25 mpg with a fl at-6 engine

 •The 2012 Nissan Maxima sedan is EPA-rated at 26 mpg with a V-6 engine.

 “The small-block engine delivers guilt-free performance,” said Winegarden. “It is the quintessential V-8 engine and a living legend 
that is more relevant than ever.”

 GM also announced Tuesday that the fi fth-generation small-block under development will feature a new direct-injection combustion 
system that will help enhance effi ciency over the current-generation engine.
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 “The small-block architecture has continued to prove its relevance in a fast-evolving industry and the fi fth-generation engine will 
build on the performance legacy with a signifi cant advance in effi ciency,” said Winegarden.

 GM is investing more than $1 billion in manufacturing facilities associated with producing new small-block engines, resulting 
in 1,711 jobs that have been created or retained. The Gen V engine is expected in the near future and is guaranteed to have 4.4-
inch bore centers – the center-to-center distance between cylinders that has been part of the small-block’s architecture from the 
beginning. 

In the beginning

 GM didn’t invent the V-8 engine, but interpreted it in a way that made performance accessible to millions of new customers. It got 
its start in the years following World War II, after Chief Engineer Ed Cole transferred to Chevrolet from Cadillac, where he oversaw 
the development of its premium V-8 engine.

 Cole’s team retained the basic overhead valve design that was a staple of Chevrolet’s inline-six engine – affectionately called the 
Stovebolt. It was seen as one of the Chevrolet car line’s selling points, reinforcing a message of simplicity and reliability. Cole 
challenged his engineers to tighten the new engine package to make it more compact, less costly and easier to manufacture.

 Upon its debut in the 1955 Chevy lineup, the new V-8 engine was physically smaller, 50 pounds lighter and more powerful than the 
Stovebolt six. It was not only a better engine for Chevrolet cars, it represented a better way of building engines, with a minimalist 
design that took advantage of streamlined production techniques.

 After only two years on the market, the small-block began a steady march upward in displacement, power and technological 
advancement. In 1957, a version equipped with mechanical fuel injection was introduced, dubbed Ramjet. The only other high-
volume manufacturer to offer fuel injection at the time was Mercedes-Benz.

 Mechanical fuel injection was discontinued in the mid-Sixties, but the small-block debuted electronically controlled fuel injection 
in the 1980s and established a benchmark with the 1985 launch of Tuned Port Injection. This electronically controlled port fuel 
injection system was advanced in its day and its basic design is still used on most passenger cars and light-duty trucks more than 25 
years later.

 The small-block’s 4.4-inch bore centers – the distance from the center of one cylinder to the next – would come to symbolize the 
compact, balanced performance of the small-block. It was the dimension around which the Gen III small-block was designed in 
1997. In 2011, the small-block is in its fourth generation, powering Chevrolet’s full-size trucks, SUVs and vans, midsize trucks and 
the Camaro and Corvette performance cars.  

The fi rst 4.3L (265 cu. in.) engine in 1955 produced up to 195 hp with an optional four-barrel carburetor. Today, the LS9 6.2L (376 
cu. in.) supercharged small-block in the Corvette ZR1 is rated at 638 hp (476 kW), making it the most powerful engine ever installed 
in a regular-production Chevrolet or GM vehicle.

General Motors Co. (NYSE:GM, TSX: GMM) and its partners produce vehicles in 30 countries, and the company has leadership 
positions in the world’s largest and fastest-growing automotive markets. GM’s brands include Chevrolet and Cadillac, as well as 
Baojun, Buick, GMC, Holden, Isuzu, Jiefang, Opel, Vauxhall and Wuling. More information on the company and its subsidiaries, 
including OnStar, a global leader in vehicle safety, security and information services, can be found at General Motors | GM.com.

They have come a long way!
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Governor’s Report
Traveling Help Network.  As I mentioned previously at our CCT membership meetings and from reading Blue Bars, the SWR 
Traveling Help Network has gone national. There is a Family Helping Family National Network <http://www.corvettesnccc.org/
Family/index.html> being established and you are invited to participate.  This enables you the same piece of mind that you have in 
the SWR region for trouble assistance to now be available nationally as you travel to car shows, convention, vacation and/or other 
competition events.

CCT members Ken & Jeanette Bradley, James Powdrill, Bob Stephens and Paul Wolter have been volunteers at the region level 
for the past two years and have also been enrolled in the FHF network at the National level. You are enrolled at the same level of 
expertise that you identifi ed for the region. For those volunteering for the FHF:

*  Your information will remain private (just as with the SWR), it will not be posted where it is publically available - it will only be 
accessible by NCCC members.
*  This is a great way to get to know members of our national NCCC family, providing they need your assistance or you need theirs. 

Southwest Region 2011 Awards Banquet.  The Cen-Tex Corvette Club in Waco will be hosting the 2011 awards banquet on 
Saturday, March 24, 2012 at the Hilton Hotel in downtown Waco.  Festivities will include entertainment, beer, meal and a cash bar.  
CCT and CTV co-hosted the 2010 Southwest Region Awards Banquet in March 2011 at the Texas Motor Speedway.  Several of our 
members won door prizes consisting of prepaid autocross events in the SW Region valued at $150 each.

Overview of the November NCCC Board of Governors Meeting.  Below is a brief overview of this meeting, for a more detailed 
overview see the National Secretary’s notes posted on NCCC Website.

President  - Hal Bellamy: The High Speed Track at the Corvette Museum is still proceeding forward and they are continuing to 
collect monies to support the additions.

Patrick Dolan, NCCC Director of Charities, has been nominated for the Recipient of Honor Award at the National Museum Hall of 
Fame.  This is the 3rd year he has been nominated and fi nal year that he can be nominated. 

VP Competion – Jack Wilson: We have approximately 12,050 sanctioned events and 11,026 posted events thus far for the year.  The 
Southwest Region was recognized:

#4 Club in Nation, Oklahoma City Corvette Club, #9 Cowtown Corvette Club.

Top Ladies:  #10 Tracey Gadeau and #14 Bernyce Molenda.

Two Record Drags announced for 2012 Memorial Day: May – Oklahoma City Corvette Club and October 21, Oklahoma City 
Corvette Club.

VP of Membership – Larry Morrison:  Asked all Governors to please fi rst check to see if there is an existing NCCC number in the 
database for a member who is returning to NCCC after being gone for a while.  Their number should be on record.

Larry also mentioned that this was his last year as VP of Membership and please let him know if you are interested in the position as 
he will be happy to discuss it with you.  

Treasurer – Bernyce Molenda:  IRS is currently auditing NCCC.

Business Manager – Hal Tumbleson:  2012 meeting dates are set and there is now a 1-800 direct line to hotel to make reservations.  
See website for phone number.  At our February 2012 meeting, the Sheraton will host the Hospitality Room from 8- 10:00 P.M.on 
Friday night. 

Our Agent at Brown and Brown Insurance has left B & B.  Hal is currently working with a VP while the position is being fi lled.  
Christi will continue to help us as she has done in the past, along with Sara, who will be the Operations Manager.  The direct line 
to Sara is:  1-719-387-4227.  Question was asked about Trailer Insurance.  Hal mentioned that he is currently looking into personal 
lines insurance on personal trailers, personal car and club trailers for the future.  Also be sure to look at the FAQ’s on the National 
Website.  As more questions are asked this will be updated.

Family Helping Family Program:  currently have 52 volunteers nation wide and asking for more regions to participate.
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Public Relations – Doug McMahan:  Asking for Clubs to let us know if they are sponsored by a local dealership.   68 clubs have 
responded thus far.  

Vision Committee – Dennis Patrick:  Currently working on analysis of NCCC’s fi nancial position.  Taking a look at Membership 
trends, growth, retention and recruiting.  Beginning review of structure and function on E-board positions.

Director of Publications – Sylvia Hoaldridge: Blue Bars now has a new committee member, John Gibson.  Reminder to send Patsy 
electronic copies of club newsletters and send Pat Clark any hardcopies if electronic copies are not available.  Both Patsy and Pat look 
at club newsletters for local articles to possibly put in Blue Bars.

Charity – Patrick Dolan:  There has been one Hardship application, received and given to an NCCC member this year.  The 2012 
Charity Car has been selected.  It will be a Grand Sport Coupe Cyber Grey approximately $66,000 sticker price.  The GS will have a 
3LT package and Heritage package.  

National Scholarship applications need to be “in Patrick’s’ hand” on May 5, 2012 – not postmarked that date.  There is easy online 
information on the NCCC website.

NCCC Convention 2012 June 23- 29 Overview.  Opening Night party – Salute to Military Veterans.  They want pictures with 
names and places of NCCC veterans or their family members who are veterans.  They are also having a Senior Prom night – want 
pictures with names and dates also.  Also an overview of 4 Bus Trips that will be available for members, see the NCCC website for 
complete details on the Topeka, Kansas Convention.

Director of Sponsorship – Debbie Lindsey:  Be sure to look at Benefi ts Link on our national website.

Webmaster – Joan Thomas:  Any changes in email addresses please send to her as she keeps and updates the National email listing.

National votes were counted and announced.

Paul Hauck will be VP of Competition for 2012-2013 term

Kathy Brisbois will be National Secretary for 2012-2013 term

Ron Ruston will be Sgt.-at-Arms for 2012-2013 term

Hal Tumbleson will be Business Manager for 2012-2013 term

Proposed Standing Rules for Competition (Page 4) 3.  The VP of Competition will present the proposed changes to the rulebook for 
the upcoming fi scal year for approval by the Board of Governors at the meeting prior to the last Governors’ Meeting of the calendar 
year.  The changes to the Competition Rulebook will be approved or disapproved in whole no later than the last Governors’ Meeting 
of the calendar year.  If not approved in its entirety, the rulebook would default to the rules in effect for the current competition year.    
PASSED

Bylaw #6, #7, #11 and #15 all PASSED

Convention 2013 to be held at Bowling Green, KY – PASSED

Competition Rulebook 2012 – PASSED

Please join us at our annual CCT Christmas party at the Texas Motor Speedway in several 
weeks on Saturday, December 17th.  RSVP to Joann Powdrill at  joannpowdrill@mypbmail.
com  CCT member Ronnie Walker will be doing Karaoke again this year, catered meal, 
and Chinese Gift exchange!
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2011 Event Calendar
Before attending any event listed in this calendar please double check with the organizers for any last minute 
changes. CCT is not responsible for the accuracy of any listing except of CCT organized events. For NCCC events 
check http://www.corvettesnccc.org/

December
--- Meeting CCT Board Meeting No Meeting in December

17 Meeting CCT Membership Meeting Meeting in December will at the Christmas 
Party. Elections of Offi cers will be held.

17 Party CCT Christmas Party TMS Clubhouse - More info see fl yer

2012 Event Calendar
Before attending any event listed in this calendar please double check with the organizers for any last minute 
changes. CCT is not responsible for the accuracy of any listing except of CCT organized events. For NCCC events 
check http://www.corvettesnccc.org/

January
20 Meeting CCT Board Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

20 Meeting CCT Membership Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

February
17 Meeting CCT Board Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

17 Meeting CCT Membership Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

24-25 Meeting National Governor’s meeting St. Louis

March
12-17 NCM Tour MiM Sebring Toir

16 Meeting CCT Board Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

16 Meeting CCT Membership Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

24 Banquet SW Region Awards banquet Waco, TX

25 Meeting SW Region Governor’s meeting Waco, TX

31- April 1 Autocross SJCC & CMCT Houston, TX

April
14-15 Autocross CCT & BRCC - Low Speed TBA

20 Meeting CCT Board Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

20 Meeting CCT Membership Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

21 - 22 Autocross CTCC & MCCC - Low Speed TBA

26-28 Gathering C5/C6 Bash NCM

May
4 - 5 Meeting National Governor’s meeting St. Louis

17-19 Gathering C4/ZR-1 Gathering NCM

18 Meeting CCT Board Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

18 Meeting CCT Membership Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

24-26 Barn Raising Barn raising II - Vette Barn NCM

26-27 Drag Race OCCC OK City and Noble, OK

30-June 2 Gathering Z06 Fest NCM

31-June 2 Gathering Speed Fest NCM

June
9-10 Autocross TVS & Sun Cities CC - Low Speed OK City, OK

15 Meeting CCT Board Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

15 Meeting CCT Membership Meeting Friendly Chevrolet
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23-30 Convention NCCC National Convention Topeka KS

July
20 Meeting CCT Board Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

20 Meeting CCT Membership Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

August
4-5 Autocross SCCC & CCOC - 13 Low Speed OK City, OK

13-18 NCM Tour MiM Woodward Tour

17 Meeting CCT Board Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

17 Meeting CCT Membership Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

30-Sep. 1 Celebration Anniversary Celebration and Hall of Fame 
Induction

NCM

September
7-8 Meeting National Governor’s meeting St. Louis

15-16 Autocross CTV & BRCC - Low Speed TMS

21 Meeting CCT Board Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

21 Meeting CCT Membership Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

October
4-6 Gathering R8C Reunion NCM

13-14 Autocross TCCC - Low Speed Waco, TX

19 Meeting CCT Board Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

19 Meeting CCT Membership Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

20-21 Drag Race/ 
Auotcross

Coast & CCOC - Low Speed autoccross and 
drags

OK City and Noble, OK

November
1-5 Gathering Vets ‘n Vettes NCM

9-10 Meeting National Governor’s meeting St. Louis

16 Meeting CCT Board Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

16 Meeting CCT Membership Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

December
--- Meeting CCT Board Meeting No Meeting in December

--- Meeting CCT Membership Meeting No Meeting in December

TBA Party CCT Christmas Party TMS Clubhouse - More info TBA
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Here is a trifold brochure from an interesting charity. CCT is considering 
sponsoring them and it may be something others may be interested 
in individually. Since it is a trifold it doesn’t read from left to right so I 
added page numbers. 

156
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