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Monthly Meeting
Held every third Friday of the month, 
at 7:00 p.m. at Friendly Chevrolet, 2754 
North Stemmons Freeway, Dallas. All 
members, visitors and Corvette owners 
are welcome. Following each CCT 
membership meeting, a CCT aft er club 
social event is hosted by a CCT member, 
starting at approximately 8:30 p.m.

Monthly Board Meeting
Held before the monthly Membership 
Meeting at 6:30 p.m. at Friendly 
Chevrolet. All members are invited to 
attend.

The Corvetter

Volume 70 Issue 12

Th e Corvetter, the offi  cial newsletter of the 
Corvette Club of Texas (CCT), is published 
monthly by Th e Corvette Club of Texas P.O. Box 
36022, Dallas, Texas 75235-1022 for the exclusive 
use of its members and invited guests. Initial 
distribution is done electronically by e-mail. A 
small number of paper copies are delivered via 
First Class mail or by hand when necessary. Th e 
newsletter is also available on the CCT web site: 
www.corvettecluboft exas.org Subscriptions to Th e 
Corvetter are free to CCT members. 

© 2018 Corvette Club of Texas. All rights reserved. 
Reprints of original material are available on a per 
article basis only with written permission of a CCT 
offi  cer, the author or the Editor. 

Previously copyrighted material if any retains 
the original author’s copyright. Please send all 
submissions via e-mail to the editor at jwagner@
gte.net. All submissions become intellectual 
property of Th e Corvetter. 

On the Cover:  A Corvette kind of 
Christmas Upcoming Events

Before attending any event listed in this calendar please double check with the organizers for 
any last minute changes. CCT is not responsible for the accuracy of any listing except of CCT 
events. For NCCC events check  http://www.corvettesnccc.org/

Our Friendly Rep!
Friendly Chevrolet’s representative 
to the Corvette Club of Texas is still 
pending. When you need to replace your 
Corvette with a new C7, or when you are 
upgrading the family car for a new one, 
be sure and give Friendly a call at  214-
920-1900.

2018
Dec. 8 CCT Christmas Party at Dunston’s on Lover’s  Ln

See fl yer in this edition for more info.

Dec. 21 CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet
No regular meeting in December. There may be a short meeting at the Annual 

Christmas party.

2019
Jan. 18 CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 06:30 PM

The board meeting is held at the Friendly Chevrolet snack bar one half hour before 

the general meeting. All members are welcome.

Jan. 18 CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 07:00 PM
The general membership meeting is held in the Friendly Chevrolet second fl oor 

meeting room. Bring a raffl  e gift and get a free raffl  e ticket. All are welcome to join 

us at an after meeting dinner at a diff erent restaurant each month.

Feb. 15 CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 06:30 PM
The board meeting is held at the Friendly Chevrolet snack bar one half hour before 

the general meeting. All members are welcome.

Feb. 15 CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 07:00 PM
The general membership meeting is held in the Friendly Chevrolet second fl oor 

meeting room. Bring a raffl  e gift and get a free raffl  e ticket. All are welcome to join 

us at an after meeting dinner at a diff erent restaurant each month.

Mar. 15 CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 06:30 PM
The board meeting is held at the Friendly Chevrolet snack bar one half hour before 

the general meeting. All members are welcome.

Mar. 15 CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 07:00 PM
The general membership meeting is held in the Friendly Chevrolet second fl oor 

meeting room. Bring a raffl  e gift and get a free raffl  e ticket. All are welcome to join 

us at an after meeting dinner at a diff erent restaurant each month.

Apr. 19 CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 06:30 PM
The board meeting is held at the Friendly Chevrolet snack bar one half hour before 

the general meeting. All members are welcome.

Apr. 19 CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 07:00 PM
The general membership meeting is held in the Friendly Chevrolet second fl oor 

meeting room. Bring a raffl  e gift and get a free raffl  e ticket. All are welcome to join 

us at an after meeting dinner at a diff erent restaurant each month.
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Offi  cers
President Bob Kee 903-286-5757 dpskee@aol.com

Vice President Open 

Treasurer Jim Iuele 817-428-1300 carguy0347@aol.com

Secretary Melissa Leslie 214-566-6244 melissal@koonsfuller.com

NCCC Governor Paul Wolter 817-478-6096 pwol1962@sbcglobal.net

Board Members
Marvin Snyder Term ends 12-2018 donmarvettes@sbcglobal.net

Ray Kimminau Term ends 12-2018 817-656-5355 rpkimm@sbcglobal.net

James Powdrill Term ends 12-2019 214-558-0095 jamespowdrill@mypbmail.com

Ken Bradley Term ends 12-2019 214-348-0775 k.bradley@sbcglobal.net

Staff  Chairpersons
Activities TBA

Charities Coordinator Pat Kimminau 817-478-6096 rpkimm@sbcglobal.net

Club Merchandise Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Membership Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Property Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Historian Ken Bradley 214-348-0775 k.bradley@sbcglobal.net

Newsletter Joe Wagner 817-282-1355 jwagner@gte.net

Photographer Charles Whitaker 972-239-0485 whitaker@fl ash.net

Raffl  e Joann Powdrill 214-725-0092 powdrill@hotmail.com

Webmaster Joe Wagner 817-282-1355 jwagner@gte.net

NCM Ambassador James Powdrill 214-558-0095 jamespowdrill@mypbmail.com

After Meeting Drive & Eat CCT Event Coordinator
Sign up at a meeting or email jwagner@gte.net Sign up with the CCT Activities Chair or any offi  cer.
Month Host Month Coordinator

January 18th, 2019 Mike & Debbie January 2019 Open

February 15th Open February  Open 

March 15th Bob & Paula March Open 

April 19th Bob & Darlie April Open

May 17th Open May Open

June 21st Open June Open

July 19th Open July Open

August 16th James & Joann August Open

September 20th Carey & Melissa September Open

October 18th Open October Open

November 15th Ray and Pat November Open

December No meeting in Dec. December Open

Joe Wagner

Another Corvetter year is in the books, 
my 13th year as Editor and, if I counted 
correctly, my 161st edition of Corvetter. 
As usual it is time to recognize those 
people that helped me put together the 
product you read each month. 

First and foremost, of course, is Charles 
who tirelessly writes most of the articles 
that appear each month and gets them 
in to me in a timely manner month after 
month. Sometimes he will turn an event 
into an article within a very short time 
frame, 1 or 2 days is not unheard of. And 
not only that but he also takes most of the 
pictures that appear in the newsletter. His 
contribution is usually measured in days 
per month not hours. 

Another regular contributor is Paul who 
submits his consistently interesting 
Governor’s report every month like 
clockwork.

Also thanks to all the offi  cers, 
chairpersons and event coordinators 
that update me with club and event news 
each month, almost always without being 
chased down.

Finally last but not least is Paulette who 
proofreads the newsletter every month 
and corrects our awful speling and 
grammer. Makes me, and the club, look 
good because It allows me to always 
publish a professional looking package.
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 CCT General Membership Meeting Minutes
 November 16, 2018

Meeting called to order by Bob Kee at 7:04 p.m.   After Club Social/Dinner planned for Pappas BBQ.

Minutes of October meeting were approved.  Charles Whitaker moved, Mike Garrison 2nd.  

Treasurer’s Report by Jim.  Balance is good. 

Paul Wolter gave the Governor’s Report and discussed Governor’s meeting that occurred November 10th in West, 
Texas.   Paul presented the club with an award that he was given at the meeting for CCT’s volunteer eff orts at the NCCC 
convention in New Orleans.  The club was also awarded $500 by NCCC as all clubs who volunteered shared in the 
profi ts. 

Mary Wolter updated our membership numbers – 48 members, 43 in NCCC.

Mary also discussed the Gill Kids e-mail that she sent out today.  9 kids need gifts.  Almost all are taken!

Debbie Garrison discussed Christmas Party at Dunston’s taking place December 8th.  Deadline to sign-up is December 
4th. $25 covers salad bar and main entree per person.  A voluntary gift exchange will take place after dinner  $25 max.

Charles gave us an update on Ken and Jeanette Bradley.

Paulette Wagner discussed Margaret Brennan’s 90th Birthday and update on Jessica Martin’s car wreck.

Bob Michel conducted nominations for 2019.      The following members were nominated:

President - Bob Kee

Vice President - Michael Garrison

Treasurer  Jim Iuele

Secretary  - Melissa Leslie and Debbie Garrison

Board Members - John Crisler, Bob Mischel, and Pat Kimminau.

Voting will take place at December Christmas Party.

The Raffl  e was conducted by Joanne Powdrill and the meeting was adjourned at  8:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Melissa Leslie, CCT Secretary
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CCT Christmas Party 2018
Saturday Night 
December 8, 2018 
Dunston’s Steak House located at 5423 W. Lovers Lane, Dallas  
75209  
5:30 to 6:00 - arrive for appetizers   
6:00 - seated for dinner (private dining room)
Cost is $25 per person. This includes salad bar, main course and 
vegetable with your choice of coffee or tea. Tax and tip is included.  
Main Course choices:  

 9 ounce fi let
 8 ounce strip  
 chicken 
 salmon 

Choice of baked potato or green beans 
Dessert (if you wish): Cheesecake, Key lime pie, Peach cobbler. 
Club will pick up cost of desserts.    
If you want to participate in a gift 
exchange after dinner, please bring a 
wrapped gift. Gifts should be in the $25 
price range.   
Please RSVP no later than Tuesday, Dec 
4th by paying $25 per person or mail 
check to: 
Debbie Garrison 3322 Birkshire 
Lane, Richardson, TX  75082                      
cell 214-533-6111
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CCT Officer election for 2019 
President 

(check one) 

__ Bob Kee  

__ Write-in _________________ 

Vice President  

(check one) 

__ Mike Garrison 

__ Write-in _________________ 

Treasurer 

(check one) 

__  Jim Iuele 

__ Write-in _________________ 

Secretary  

(check one) 

__ Melissa Leslie / Debbie Garrison 

__ Write-in _________________ 

Board of Directors 

(select 3) 

__ John Crisler 

__ Pat Kimminau 

__ Bob Mischel 

__ Write-in _________________ 

__ Write-in _________________ 

__ Write-in _________________ 
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Richardson High School Automotive Shop Tour
By Charles Whitaker

Debbie & Mike Garrison sponsored and coordinated a tour of the Richardson High School Automotive Shop where 
Mark Mester teaches a 3-year program for students that are not planning to go to college and want to make their career 
repairing automobiles. Mark has been to several of our Corvette meetings and we have become friends. So, on a cold 
afternoon we met at the Garrison’s beautiful house were Debbie set out a wonderful buff et for us to feast on while we all 
gathered. Then we caravanned to the Richardson High school where Mark greeted us and showed us the facility.

First impressions are always nice and I was impressed by the quality the machines, tools and educational setup.

In the foreground there is an orange state-of-the-art lift for measuring the front and rear wheel alignment. Beyond it is a 
lift with yellow arms for lifting a vehicle from its frame so that the wheels can be remove to replace the brakes or replace 
wheel bearings. There was a third lift in the background for driving a vehicle on with the wheels on so that they can work 
under a vehicle to do such things as replacing exhaust system parts and many other things so the mechanic does not 
have to jack up a car and crawl under it.
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Our group gathered around the wheel alignment machine with Mark while he told us about it and other equipment in the 
work bay. This photo shows that there was no skimping on the electrical load panels on the left side of this photo. Look at 
the great roll-around tool boxes.

    
       Mark Mester
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Mark gave us an extensive description of how he teaches the students and how he uses the simulation stations located 
around the edge of the class room where he can simulate part failures from his desk and the students have to isolate the 
cause of the failure before that work on the real vehicle.

      Simulated Students
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   He teaches girls also and one girl is at the top of the class

   You can see one of the simulation stations between Paul and Carey
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     More Simulated Students

      Dinner at Manny’s
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November 2018 CCT Meeting
By Charles Whitaker

The November 2018 meeting of the Corvette Club of Texas was held at Friendly Chevrolet on a very beautiful evening for 
a change, from the rainy weather we have been having.  The sky was clear, the stars were out and the waxing moon was 
a great sight. Consequently, the meeting attendance was strong with 23 people including one visitor, Carla Tanella, who 
drives a white ‘06 Corvette. We welcomed her and hope that she will join our club.

Bob Kee, our President conducted the meeting. Jim Iuele, our Treasurer reported that all is well. Debbie Garrison 
collected checks for the Christmas dinner on December 8th at Dunston’s Steak House at 6 p.m. The gathering time is 
from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. This Dunston’s is diff erent from the one that we usually go to, being east of Inwood Road at 5423 
W. Lovers Lane, Dallas, so don’t go to the wrong one. Mary Wolter said that we have 48 members at this point for 2019 
of which 43 are NCCC members. Mary also reported on the selection of Angels for the Gill Children charity for this 
Christmas. Paul Wolter reported on the recent NCCC Convention in New Orleans. Paul showed the NCCC convention 
awards plaque for the CCT members who worked at the convention. He also received a $500 check on behalf of CCT 
for our treasury. All of the NCCC events are over for 2018, but there is one Governor’s meeting remaining this year. Ray 
Kimminau covered NCRS car show and activities.

Thanks to Debbie & Mike Garrison for sponsoring the Richardson High School Automotive Technical Shop Tour. We 
were a happy group and we all had a good time and a great dinner together at Manny’s Uptown Mexican Restaurant.

  
                                     Board Mee  ng                                                              Our President Bob Kee (File Photo)

  
              Carl a Tanella, Visitor ’06 White Corve  e                                     Paul  Wolter with NCCC Conven  on Plaque
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               59Th NCCC Na  onal Conven  on Plaque                                        Ray Kimmina u covered NCRS Ac  vi  es                                               

  
                       Seven Prizes for the Raffl  e                                                      Carla Tanella, The First Prize Winner

  
             Paul Wolter, With Texas State Capital Plaque                      Yours Truly, With Bread Papp’s Cream Delights
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                       Mike Garrison, With Stocking Stuff ers                                 Bon Mischel, With Sláinte Plaque

  
 Carey Leslie, with NASCAR #41 Kurt Busch Water Heater?                Pat Kimminau, With 2019 Corve  e Calendar

Last, But Not Least … Do   e
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Governor’s Report.  (Prepared by Paul Wolter)
I hope that everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving and were with friends and /or family.  Now that we’ve had some cold 
weather the later part of November, we know that it will soon be Christmas.  Where has this year gone?

I want to pass along the following end of the year information that our SWR Executive Nelda Mitchel sent out to all of 
the Southwest Region Governors.  “It has been a very busy year for the Southwest Region.  We successfully planned 
and completed the 59th Annual NCCC Convention in New Orleans.  We hosted many weekend events and some very 
successful fundraisers for the region.  I want to thank each of you on behalf of the Southwest Regional Offi  cers for making 
it a great year.

Since there are no more regional meetings this year, I wanted to share my thanks for all your participation and other bits of 
information I think you will be interested in.

First, Longhorn Corvette Club has selected February 9 in Georgetown for our Awards Banquet for the 2018 season.  
Don’t have the details yet, but they are working on those.  They hosted a busy, fun weekend in March for the 2017 season 
competition, so we look forward to the banquet this year.  We are working on door prizes so if you have a contribution or 
would like to provide a free entry into your event weekend next year, that would be appreciated.  Please join us February 9 
to start off  our 2019 season as well.

Our fundraisers for the region paid off  this year.  As all of you know, our bank account was not in good shape at the end 
of 2017, prior to the convention warmup in New Orleans.  The warmup got us started thanks to Jerry Britner and Bernyce 
Molenda, a lot of hard work by regional volunteers, and lots of out-of-town participants.  The region also benefi ted from 
Convention 2018 as their share of the profi ts was $2,000.  

CCT donated their sanctions for one day at Mineral Wells hosted by Cowtown Vettes and we appreciate their donation 
of $1,676 to the region.  The fundraiser in Waco in October was a very good event for the region.  Thank you to Tejas 
Vettes and Texas Outlaws for their donation of sanctions/dollars/workers.  We netted about $4,300 from that weekend.  
We couldn’t have done these fundraisers without the donating clubs AND the workers who helped us out for two days.  
Hopefully, we are back on track and with just one weekend fundraiser each year, we can keep our region fi nancially 
solvent.  I can’t end this without acknowledging the change in the bylaws approved by the Governors which requires the 
region to work within a set budget each year.  This will help us tremendously.  Thanks to all of you!

Jerry Britner has found a new facility in Houston where we might be able to race and meet.  We are looking into that and 
if your club is interested, please contact Jerry, Doug, Craig, Mike Sears (2019 Regional Competition Director), or me.  We 
might be able to use it next year.

We normally have sanctions in the region that are not used and hopefully we can fi nd a club to host a weekend event for 
our fundraiser next year and get it on the schedule, so everyone knows how to plan their competition travel next year.

Please make your plans to attend the Awards Banquet February 9.  It will be a good time for us to get together after 3 
months of holidays and family.  

Thank you again for your support and participation in 2018.  We had a great year!”

Red Bull Airplane Races (Submitted By Paul Wolter). 
We attended the Red Bull World 
Championship airplane races last month at 
the Texas Motor Speedway on November 
17 & 18.  It was the third time that the Red 
Bull Air Races have been held at the Texas 
Motor Speedway and this was the last race 
of 2018 for the World Championship.  The 
hangars for the airplanes were set up on 
pit row.  

The pilots in their planes took off  and 
landed from the infield road course 
straightaway.  This was very interesting 
to watch the airplanes enter the course at 
240 mph and negotiate the huge “air filled” 
pylons positioned within the infield.  The 
high-speed, low-altitude race through air-
fi lled gate pylons set up inside the 1.5-mile 
track provided a thrilling display of pilot 
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control and airplane maneuverability.  The 
Red Bull Air Race World Championship 
featured 12 of the world’s best race pilots in 
a motorsport that provides competition which 
combines speed, precision and skill as pilots 
navigate a low-level aerial track made up 
of 13 air-field gates consisting of pylons 80 
feet high at speeds of up to 240 mph while 
enduring forces of up to 10G.  Pilots wore 
G-suits and if they exceeded 10G for more 
than 0.6 seconds they were disqualifi ed 
from continuing in the competition.  This 
regulation was put into place for safety, 
as the pilot could black out and crash the 
airplane and possibly destroy things/people 
on the ground.  The airplanes are limited 
to 236 mph when entering the starting line 
pylons.  The ai rplane weight with the pilot is 
1600 pounds and the Lycomb engine output 
is 240 horsepower.

The two groups of competitors were the 
Challengers and Masters, which would 
probably be the equivalent to NASCAR’s 

Nationwide and Cup series races.  Each competitor flew through the course twice back-to-back.  The airplane’s wings 
had to be vertical when negotiating the string of off set pylons on the course and perfectly horizontal when going through 
the narrow pylon gates.  Clipping a pylon resulted in 6 seconds added to the competitor’s time.  They are penalized if 
their smoke trail is insuffi  cient.  The Challengers’ times typically averaged 54 to 56 seconds (with no penalties) and the 
Masters’ times typically averaged 53 to 55 seconds (with no penalties).

The 2018 Champion ended up being Martin Sonka from CZE winning with a total of 80 points. Second was Matt Hall from 
Australia with 75 points. Third place was Michael Goulian with 73 points from our very own USA.  Please watch the Red 
Bull Air Race video posted at 

http://airrace.redbull.com/en_US/video/about 

In addition to Ft. Worth, the 2018 Red Bull Air Race also had races in Abu Dhabi, Cannes, Chiba, Budapest, Kazan, 
Weiner Neustadt. and Indianapolis.  Information about the Red Bull Air Races is provided on their website www.
redbullairrace.com
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Plane Turning at Speedway Club to Loop Back        Plane Preparing to Take off  from Infi eld Road Course
In addition to the air races there were also motorcyclists performing trick riding exhibitions, an antique biplane from 
Possum Kingdom performing numerous aerobatics, and a helicopter that did rolls, tail stands, fl ew inverted, etc.  The 
helicopter pilot is only one of two pilots in the USA who is certifi ed and licensed to perform helicopter aerobatics.  There 
was also a low-level formation fl yover by three T38s fi ghter jets, and 5 low-level passes were made by a WWII P51 fi ghter 
airplane that is powered by a V12 1000 horse power engine.  If you were an enemy ground troop during the war and saw 
a P51 coming at you with wing guns blazing, just the sound and aggressive sight of this fast, loud and defi ning fi ghter 
would be terrifying enough to nearly scare you to death!

 
Biplane Climbing Above TMS Turn Three   Biplane doing Aerobatics Over TMS Infi eld
The helicopter did Aerobatics that were unbelievable which defi ed acceptable fl ight capabilities and design Parameters 
for a Helicopter!  The stunts that the pilot performed while fl ying his helicopter made you think that it was going to fall out 
of the sky and crash. Wish you could have been with us to enjoy the Air Races at TMS.
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Helicopter doing a Rollover     Helicopter Completing an Inverted Flight

Chevrolet Corvette Cartoon by phamngocthang
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2018 Racers Reunion

The Racers Reunion this year was a little diff erent than previous years. Instead of honoring drivers, it honored race 
promoters and car owners. The main honoree was Mike Curb, a car owner who’s cars included two Indy 500 winners and 
many others. But he was much more than that. He was Lt. Governor and acting governor for the State of California, Head 
of the Republican National Committee under Ronald Reagan and owner of Curb Records. Some of the people he has 
under contract are: Tim McGraw, LeAnn Rimes (signed when she was 13), The Judds, and The Bellamy Brothers, just to 
name a few of the, mostly country, entertainers in his stable.

One of the still actively racing Curb sprint cars

Paulette with Mr. Curb

We got to sing a belated Happy Birthday to Johnny 
Rutheford on his 80th birthday (March 12). He still 
looks like he could jump in an Indy car today and 
go for his 4th win.

Paulette with Linda Curb and Johnny Rutheford

by Joe Wagner



20

The Corvetter      Celebrating 60 years      December 2018

Group picture of all the folks in attendance that either drove, built 
or owned racecars over the years.

Instead of a bunch of car pictures I decided to concentrate on interiors this year. The pictures don’t really show how small 
the driver’s compartments really are. Where do you put your feet? Notice in most the driver is straddling the transmission 
and, in some cases, the drive shaft. It is hard to see but in most the gear shift lever seems awkwardly placed between 
the driver’s legs, but then these cars maybe aren’t shifted that much in oval racing....


