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Zora was born Zachary 
Arkus in Belgium on 
Christmas Day, 1909. His 
father was a Russian born 
mining engineer, and his 
mother, also Russian, was a 
medical student in Brussels. 
After the family returned 

to their hometown of Leningrad, Zora’s parents divorced. His 
mother new partner, Josef Duntov, another mining engineer, 
had move into the household. But even after the divorce, Zora’s 
father continued to live with the family. And out of respect 
for both men, Zora and brother Yura took on the last name of 
Arkus-Duntov.

 In 1927, his family moved to Berlin. While his early boyhood 
ambition was to become a streetcar driver, streetcars later gave 
way to motorcycles and cars. His fi rs motorized vehicle was a 
350cc motorcycle, which he rode at nearby racetracks as well 
as through the streets of Berlin. When his parents, fearing for 
his safety, insisted he trade the cycle in for an automobile, Zora 
complied…. He bought a race car. The car was a cycle fendered 
contraption called a “Bob”, from a short-lived manufacturer of 
the same name. The Bob was set up for oval track racing. It had 
no front brakes and very little at the rear.

 In 1934, Zora graduated form the Institute of Charlottenburg. 
He also began writing engineering papers in the German motor 
publication Auto Motor und Sport. Later in Paris, he would 
meet Elfi  Wolff, a German native who danced with the Folies-
Begère. In 1939, they married just as Zora and his brother 
joined the French Air Force. When France surrendered, Zora 
ingeniously obtained exit visas from the Spanish consulate in 
Marseilles, not only for Elfi  and himself, but for his brother and 
parents as well. Elfi , who was still living in Paris at the time, 
made a dramatic dash to Bordeaux in her MG just ahead of the 

Zora Arkus-Duntov (Center) with Dr. Dick Thompson and Dave McDonald at GM 
proving grounds for the road test of the new 1963 Corvette Coupe and Convertible

advancing Nazi troops. In the meantime, Zora and Yura hid 
inside a bordello. Five days later, Elfi  met up with Zora and his 
family and later they boarded a ship out of Portugal Bound for 
New York.

 Settled in Manhattan, the two brothers set up Ardun (derived 
from Arkus and Duntov) which supplied parts to the military 
and also manufactured aluminum heads for the fl athead Ford 
V8 engine. The overhead valve design enabled a dry lake of 
oval racer to squeeze 300 plus hp out of the Ford V8. Ardun 
grew into a 300 employee 
engineering company with a 
name as revered as Offenhauser, 
but the company later went 
out of business after some 
questionable fi nancial activities 
by a partner that Zora and 
Yura had taken on. Later, Zora 
left America for  England to 
do development work on the 
Allard sports car, co-driving it 
at Le Mans in 1952 and in 1953. 
He also won class victories at 

The Corvette was saved by a man of vision: Zora Arkus-Duntov. Zora 
was determined to develop the ‘Vette into a true world class sports car. 
“He looked at the Corvette with the trained eye of a European enthusiast, having thought long and 
hard about how to successfully market a sports car.”-Dave McLellan 

Continued on page 4
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Meeting Information
Corvette Club of Texas (CCT)

 Monthly Membership 
Meeting

Held every third Friday of 
the month, at 7:30 p.m. at 
Friendly Chevrolet, 2754 North 
Stemmons Freeway, Dallas. All 
members, visitors and Corvette 
owners are Welcome.

Following each CCT monthly 
membership meeting, a CCT 
after club social event is hosted 
by a CCT Member, starting at 
approximately 8:30 p.m.

Monthly Board Meeting

Held on the Monday before the 
third Friday of the month at 
7:30 p.m. at Friendly Chevrolet. 
All members are invited to 
attend.

The Corvetter
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The Corvetter, the offi cial newsletter 
of the Corvette Club of Texas (CCT), 
is published monthly by The Corvette 
Club of Texas P.O. Box 36022, Dallas, 
Texas 75235-1022 for the exclusive use 
of its members and invited guests. Initial 
distribution is done electronically by e-
mail. A small number of paper copies are 
delivered via First Class mail or by hand 
when necessary. The newsletter is also 
available on the CCT web site: www.
corvettecluboftexas.org Subscriptions to 
The Corvetter are free to CCT members. 

© 2006 Corvette Club of Texas. All 
rights reserved. Reprints of original 
material are available on a per article 
basis only with written permission of 
a CCT offi cer, the author or the Editor. 
Previously copyrighted material if any 
retains the original author’s copyright.

Please send all submissions via e-
mail to the editor at joe@y2k7.com. 
All submissions become intellectual 
property of The Corvetter. 

2006 OFFICERS, BOARD AND STAFF
President Mitch Factor 817-329-0693 factorm@verizon.net

Vice President Paul Wolter 817-478-6096 pwol1962@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer Mel Roggenbuck 817-571-0284 rogge69@sbcglobal.net

Secretary Jeanette Bradley 214-348-0775 k.bradley@sbcglobal.net

NCCC Governor Joann Powdrill 972-625-6479 jopowdrill@direcway.com

BOARD MEMBERS
James Powdrill  Term ends 06-2006 972-625-6479  jamespowdrill@direcway.com

Bob Mischel Term ends 01-2007 972-596-2984 Bob-Mischel@comcast.net

Ken Bradley Term ends 03-2007 214-348-0775 k.bradley@sbcglobal.net

Russell Brundrett Term ends 08-2007 972-263-9047 rbrundrett@bonairservice.com

Barry Marsh Term ends 12-2007 817-268-0388 bemarsh1@msn.com

STAFF CHAIRPERSONS
Activities TBD

Charities Coordinator Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Club Merchandise Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Membership Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Property Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Historian Ken Bradley 214-348-0775 k.bradley@sbcglobal.net

Newsletter Joe Wagner 817-282-1355 joe@y2k7.com

Photographer Charles Whitaker 972-239-0485 whitaker@fl ash.net

Raffl e Paulette Wagner 817-282-1355 paulette@themoralefairy.com

Webmaster TBD  

NCM Ambassador Bob Stephens 972-235-9813 rdsj1@sbcglobal.net

From the Editor
As we start a new year I hope you and yours had a happy Holiday Season. After a fairly full 
December with the Christmas party and a nice tour to East Texas, January is traditionally our 
catch up month. So take a little time to think how you would like to help the club in 2006. It 
would be nice to have more outings of the kind we had last year to Granbury or this month’s 
tour: A full day of activities that are interesting to a wide variety of our members.

As far as the newsletter, the only change I am contemplating for the new year is the format of 
the calendar. I found that, while pretty to look at, the current format was a bear to maintain as 
activities were added and deleted throughout the year. So I am thinking of converting it to a 
text base calendar rather than a table based one. All the same information would be there, just 
in a different format.

Contributions to the newsletter seem to have dried up, not unusual during the winter months 
but disturbing if it continues. The result, of course, is I have to fi nd things to add to fi ll up the 
newsletter. Normally I just lift them from the Internet, which is not ideal. The last submission 
of any kind, except for the monthly offi cer columns, was some pictures from the October 
Autocross. I would especially like submissions of technical tips and articles about activities. 
Obviously I will require someone to write up articles for outings that I will not be going to 
or they will not be reported. Normally Paulette and I do not go on the multi-day outings, so 
organizers should plan ahead for someone to cover any we have in 2006. 

Also, and maybe more important, I need to know about planned events AT LEAST a month 
before the event, preferably two months before. If that doesn’t happen, all we will have in the 
calendar is other club’s events and meeting notices...

Joe Wagner

On the cover is Larry Freeman’s 
beautiful ‘63 split window. For 
more pictures, see the article on 
pages 7 and 8.
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2006 AFTER CLUB MEETING DRIVE & EAT  -  SIGN UP
Month Host

January TBA
February TBA
March TBA
April TBA
May TBA
June TBA

July TBA
August TBA
September TBA

October TBA

November TBA

December See you at the CCT Christmas Party!

TROPHY CASE @ FRIENDLY CHEVROLET MAINTENANCE  - SIGN UP
Quarter Maintainer

January—March TBA
April - June TBA
July - September TBA

October –December TBA

As we start the New Year I am looking forward to another 
year as your club president.  We seem to have lost some 
members and gained a few new ones.  I think that the group 
as a whole has a lot to offer any person wanting to join a 
Corvette Club.  Again this year I am asking for your help 
in trying new ideas for meeting agendas and club events.  I 
still think it would be nice to have “FUN “ meeting every 
other month during the summer months.  All ideas are 
welcome!!!!!

I would like to thank all who held positions in the club last 
year and welcome all the new offi cers this year.  Ben Lofl in 
has informed me that he can no longer hold the position of 
Activities Chairman.  We will all miss his hard work at this 
important position.  Thanks, Ben, for “A Job Well Done.”  
We need someone to step forward and fi ll this position.  I 
will be asking for nominations or a volunteer at the January 
meeting.

Hope you all had a very Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year.  Here’s to a GREAT 2006.

Thank you for your continued support.

Mitchell Factor

President, CCT

…and remember to 

President’s Prerogative  

Corvetter needs YOU!
To submit articles, photos and calendar items. 
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time between Zora’s retirement and his death that his legend 
grew. When ever anything Corvette happened, Zora was there. 
A member of the Drag Racing Hall of Fame, the Chevrolet 
Legends of Performance, and the Automotive Hall of Fame, 
Zora took part in the rollout of the 1 Millionth Corvette at 
Bowling Green in 1992. He also drove the bulldozer at the 
ground breaking ceremonies for the National Corvette Museum 
in 1994. Six week before his death, Zora was guest speaker at 
“Corvette: A Celebration of an American Dream”, an evening 
held at the showrooms of Jack Cauley Chevrolet Detroit. On 
hand that night were Dave McLellen and the Current Corvette 
chief engineer Dave Hill, but no one could argue that Zora stole 
the show. 

Continued from coverZora
Le Mans in 1954 and 1955 while driving an 1100cc Porsche 
Spyder.

 Zora joined General Motors in 1953 after seeing the Motorama 
Corvette on display in New York. Perhaps it was just fate 
that Zora happened to be among the thousands of people who 
attended the GM event. Zora found the car to be visually 
superb, but was disappointed with what was underneath. 
He wrote Chevrolet chief engineer Ed Cole that it would be 
his dream to work on such a beautiful car, he also included 
a technical paper which proposed an analytical method of 
determining a car’s top speed. Chevrolet was so impressed that 
engineer Maurice Olley invited him to come to Detroit. On 
May 1, 1953, Zora Arkus-Duntov started at Chevrolet as an 
assistant staff engineer.

 Shortly after going to work for Chevrolet, Zora set the tone 
for what he was about to accomplish in a memo to his bosses. 
The document, entitled, “Thoughts Pertaining to Youth, Hot 
Rodders and Chevrolet”, laid the foundation for the strategy 
that Chevrolet has used since to create one of the most 
successful performance parts programs in the industry. As 
well as to become on of the winningest manufacturers ever 
in the history of motor racing. Soon, Zora became director 
of high performance at Chevrolet and set about transforming 
GM’s largest division from a conservative company into a 
youthful, exciting one. In the process, he would change the 
Corvette from a docile roadster into a full-blown sports car 
that measured up on and off the racetrack against the likes of 
Porsche, Ferrari, Maserati, and Mercedes. As was his way, 
Zora led by example. After helping to introduce the small-
block V8 engine to the Corvette in 1955, providing the car with 
the much needed grunt, he set about showcasing the engine by 
charging up treacherous Pikes Peak in 1956 in a pre-production 
prototype Chevy and setting a stock car record. Not satisfi ed, 
he took a Corvette to Daytona Beach the same year and hit a 
record setting 150 MPH over the fl ying mile. In his spare time, 
the brilliant and vocal GM driver/engineer also developed 
the famous Duntov high-lift camshaft and helped bring fuel 
injection to the Corvette in 1957.

In 1963, Zora launched the Grand Sport program. The original 
idea captured the interest and imagination of Corvette fans all 
over the world. The idea was to create a special lightweight 
Corvette weighing only 1,800 pounds and race it on an 
international circuit against not only Cobras and other GT-
Class cars, but also racing only prototypes from Ferrari, Ford 
and Porsche. Power for the Grand Sport was to come from an 
aluminum version of the small block V8, equipped with special 
twin-plug cylinder heads. At 377ci, output was a projected 
550hp at 6,400 RPM. But as it had so often, GM policy 
prohibited Zora from going racing, but not before fi ve Grand 
Sports were built. The fi ve Grand Sports eventually fell into 
the hands of private owners, and Zora somehow found a way to 
support them in spite of the offi cial ban. 

Zora retired in 1975, turning the reins over to Dave McLellan. 
At 81 years of age, Zora Arkus-Duntov was still passionate 
and opinionated about his car, the Corvette. It was during the 

Things NOT to say to a cop! 
I can’t reach my license unless you hold my beer.  

Sorry, Offi cer, I didn’t realize my radar detector wasn’t plugged in.  

Aren’t you the guy from the Village People?  

Hey, you must’ve been doin’ about 125 mph to keep up with me! 
Good job!  

Excuse me. Is “stick up” hyphenated?  

I thought you had to be in relatively good physical condition to be 
a police offi cer.  

I was going to be a trooper, but I decided to fi nish high school 
instead.  

Bad cop! No donut!  

You’re not gonna check the trunk, are you?  

Gee, that gut sure doesn’t inspire confi dence.  

Wow, you look just like the guy in the picture on my girlfriend’s 
nightstand.  

Is it true that people become troopers because they are too dumb 
to work at McDonald’s?  

I pay your salary!  

So, uh, you on the take, or what?  

Gee, Offi cer! That’s terrifi c. The last offi cer only gave me a 
warning, too!  

Do you know why you pulled me over? Okay, just so one of us 
does.  

I was trying to keep up with traffi c. Yes, I know there is no other 
car around--that’s how far ahead of me they are.  

What do you mean, “Have I been drinking?” You’re the trained 
specialist.  

Well, when I reached down to pick up my bag of crack, my gun 
fell off my lap and got lodged between the brake pedal and the gas 
pedal, forcing me to speed out of control.  

Hey, is that a 9 mm? How’s that compare to this one here?  

Say Hi to your wife and my kids!  
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CORVETTE CLUB OF TEXAS, INC.

DECEMBER 3, 2005, MEMBERSHIP MEETING

FRIENDLY CHEVROLET, STEMMONS FREEWAY, DALLAS

Paul Wolter brought the meeting to order at 9:00 PM, December 3, 2005, at the CCT Christmas Party held at the Texas Motor 
Speedway clubhouse.  No treasurer’s report due to absence of the treasurer.   Paul thanked all the offi cers for serving this year.  

Nominations were re-opened for offi cers for 2006 and Board member to replace Paul Wolter.  No other nominations were made and 
the following Board member and offi cers were elected by acclamation:  

Mitch Factor – President

Paul Wolter – Vice President

Treasurer – Mel Roggenbuck

Secretary – Jeanette Bradley

Board Member – Barry Marsh 

Mary Wolter presented CCT pins for achieving fi ve-year increments in the Club: 

  5 years  -- Joe & Paulette Wagner

 10 years -- Karen Deen; and Brian & Janet Gelles

 15 years -- Bob & Paula Mischel; James & Joann Powdrill; and Bob & Janice Stephens

 40 years -- Paul Deen

 Charles & Gene Whitaker will be presented a 10 year pin at the January membership meeting.

All the offi cers, Board members, and Staff Chairpersons were presented with beautiful wheel alarm clocks in appreciation of their 
services to the Club.   Only one clock was presented to a person having multiple positions in the Club.   

 Offi cers:  Mitch Factor, Carol Factor, Mel Roggenbuck, Jeanette Bradley

 Board Members:  Ken Bradley, Russell Brundrett, Bob Mischel, James Powdrill, and Paul Wolter, NCCC Governor – Joann 
Powdrill.

 Staff Chairpersons:  Activities – Ben Lofl in; Charity Coordinator, Club Merchandise, Membership & Property 
– Mary Wolter; Historian – Ken Bradley; Newsletter Editor – Joe Wagner; Photographers – James & Joann Powdrill;                
Raffl e – Paulette Wagner;  NCM Ambassador – James Powdrill.

James Powdrill presented the Tommy Powdrill award to Joe and Paulette Wagner for stepping forward and helping the Club when we 
needed it.   Joe volunteered to be Editor of the Corvetter and Paulette volunteered to take over the raffl e at CCT meetings.

Carol Factor, in absence of Mitch, presented the President’s Award and gift card to Paul and Mary Wolter for their willing 
participation and helpful attitude in the promotion of the CCT.  The original President’s Award was started in 1969 and the winners’ 
names added to the plaque, which is kept in the display case at Friendly Chevrolet. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM and everyone proceeded to enjoy the CCT Christmas Party.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanette Bradley, Secretary
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CCT Annual Christmas Party

CCT held its Christmas Party and gift exchange on Dec. 3rd. 
One of the highlights was the Speedway Children’s Charity 
awarding our club the Club of the Year award for all the things 
we do for them. 

The gift exchange was fun as usual. Lots of pretty gifts before 
we dug in:

But fi rst we feasted on ham , turkey and all the trimmings, all 
excellently carved by head carver Bob Stephens.
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And the feast begins:

Later we had lots of door prizes and awards. Once again Mary 
came up with some really nice looking items, as she does every 
year!

Some of the awards were for membership anniversaries 
with CCT. Here are this year’s 10, 15 and 40 year recipients:
Mischells, Gelles, Stephens, Powdrills & Deans.
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Ben Lofl in put together another great tour for the club to 
enjoy. This time it was a tour of a couple of incredible private 
car collections in East Texas. Our gracious hosts were  Larry 
Freeman (left) and Alan Henley.

Here we are in Larry’s immaculate garage. In the foreground is 
his 2005 Ford GT.  The red one is his 500 plus horsepower ZR1. 
(He took the ZR1 out later to lead us to Alan’s place. It sounded 
incredible). He also has several 1960 era Chevy convertibles and 
many others.

Here is one of Larry’s beautiful ‘60s. He buys and restores them 
but rarely sells one. This is one of his recent buys and he is just 
starting the restoration. It looked pretty good to me the way it 
was!

CCT East Texas Tour
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An unexpected pleasure was when Darlene, Larry’s wife, put 
together a spread for us to snack on in their beautiful ranch 
house. It was a welcome break from all the driving.

Larry’s ranch is 1100 acres, room enough for many more cars 
should he wish to buy a few more.

Of course we had a few adventures: Here is Charles praying to 
the C3 gods... Oh wait, he’s just changing a fl at tire. Notice how 
much moral support the rest of CCT is giving him. Charles was 
really lucky because the fl at happened right across the street 
from a tire shop that was kind enough to lend a fl oor jack.
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While Larry collects all kinds of cars, Alan devotes his 
collection to just Corvettes, mostly mid 1970 big blocks. But the 
fi rst one you see is his newest one, a 1957 (or 1958?): 

The odometer makes for an interesting conversation piece, 
pretty sure it’s not the real reading though...

Here are just a couple of Alan’s big block C3 projects: He has 
about 7-8 in various state of repair. He, like Larry, restores them 
but seldom sells one.

CCT East Texas Tour Cont.
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Here are a few more. These are the “fi nished” ones. The closest 
one still has the window sticker on it. Alan’s garage may not 
be as plush as Larry’s but it made all of us “gearheads” drool! 
It has the better part of a full machine shop and a wall of spare 
parts bins brimming with goodies.

From Alan’s we headed to our fi nal and perhaps favorite 
destination: A restaurant, of course. Larry is a part owner, and 
is justifi ably proud of the facility that just opened.

And here is the crew ready to chow down!

The chef addressed us after the dinner. He used to work at Del 
Frisco’s and it showed. The food was excellent, if a bit pricey. 
Of course it was half the cost and every bit 
as good as the same food at Del Frisco.

Bottom line is that a good time was had 
by all (except maybe Charles). We all 
hope that Ben will come up with more of 
these excursions in the future!
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CCT East Texas Tour Random pictures by Joe & Paulette Wagner



10

The Corvetter       January 2006

2006 Event Calendar
Before attending any event listed in this calendar please double check with the organizers for any last minute 
changes. CCT is not responsible for the accuracy of any listing except of CCT organized events.

January    
1 Show Concrete Lizards New Year’s Day Car Show 

benefi ting Jonathan’s House.
10 am to 2 pm at Dairy-ette Drive In Ferguson and 
Oates in Dallas. Call Dave at 469-576-5636

7 Cruise (every 
1st Saturday)

North Texas Mustang Club Cruise 5:00 – 8:30 
PM

Cracker Barrel, 35E @ Fox Avenue Exit, 889 South 
Stemmons Freeway, West Side Frontage Rd, , 
Lewisville

7 Cruise (every 
1st Saturday)

Extreme Corvettes Cruise Night 5 – 9 PM Ezs Brick Oven, NW corner 190 & Coit, Plano see 
www.extremecorvettes.com for more info

8 Show (every 
1st Sunday)

Hot Rods & Hoggs Car Show 706 N. Watson Rd in Arlington. 22 classes with 
1st & 2nd in each class,50-50 pot and door prizes. 
Contact 817-649-5220 for info.

14 Show (every 
2nd Saturday)

Cruisers Club of Cedar Hill Car Show Whataburger, FM 1382 & 67 in Cedar Hill, Bobby 
Knight at 972-291-3837

14 Show (every 
2nd Saturday)

The Camaro and Firebird Car Club registration 
5-7 PM, awards 8:30PM

Chuck’s Lewisville location, 2267 I-35, north of 
Vista Ridge Mall, $10 entry fee

16 Meeting CCT Board Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

20 Meeting CCT Membership Meeting Friendly Chevrolet

24 Deadline Last day to submit articles and pictures to 
February Newsletter

Send to joe@y2k7.com

February     
24-25 Meeting NCCC National Meeting Sheraton Westport, St. Louis, MO

March     
25-26 Speed run Texas Mile unlimited top speed runs Goliad Industrial Airpark Goliad TX. www.texas.mile

April     
20-22 Gathering C5/C6 Birthday Bash National Corvette Museum, Bowling Green KY 1-

800-53-VETTE or (270) 781-7973 

May     
4-6 Gathering ZR-1 / C4 Gathering National Corvette Museum, Bowling Green KY 1-

800-53-VETTE or (270) 781-7973 

5-6 Meeting NCCC National Meeting Sheraton Westport, St. Louis, MO

25-27 Gathering Corvette Forum Cruise-in National Corvette Museum, Bowling Green KY 
1-800-53-VETTE or (270) 781-7973 - www.
corvetteforum.com

July    
20-22 Gathering Z06 Fest National Corvette Museum, Bowling Green KY 1-

800-53-VETTE or (270) 781-7973 

August      
5-11 Gathering 47th Annual NCCC Convention Orlando, Florida conventiondirector2006@

corvettesnccc.org 

25-27 Gathering Corvettes at Carlisle Carlisle PA - carsatcarlisle.com

31-Sep 3 Gathering NCM Anniversary Celebration/Hall Of Fame National Corvette Museum, Bowling Green KY 1-
800-53-VETTE or (270) 781-7973 

September     
8-9 Meeting NCCC National Meeting Sheraton Westport, St. Louis, MO
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Put the roof in the car and make sure the pin of the handle 
slides into the hole of the striker. You will need to close the 
front latches for the pin to go all of the way through. Since 
the latch handles are loose they will move around so the pin 
can go through the hole. Carefully close both latch handles 
completely while checking to make sure each pin goes through 
its alignment hole. Do not force the handles closed, they should 
be no tighter than your old roof. If they are too tight, make sure 
the pin is going through the alignment hole. Slightly open one 
latch just far enough so you can push it as far forward as it can 
go. Continue to open it just enough so you can tighten the Torx 
screw closest to the pin and tighten it. Make sure the handle 
does not slide back. Continue to open the handle until the hole 
that was under the small cover plate is aligned with the other 
Torx screw and now tighten this Torx screw. Follow the same 
procedure for the other front latch. The gap between the housing 
around the pivot point of the handle and the striker assembly 
should be about the same as the old roof. Now close the rear 
latch, but do not close it all of the way if it is tighter than your 
old latch. If it is tighter than your old latch loosen the hook one 
turn. If after tightening the rear latch is looser than your old 
roof, tighten the hook one turn at a time until it is tighter than 
your old roof and then loosen it one turn. Tighten the set screw 
using the 2 mm Allen wrench. 

Raise the windows and look for water leaks as a friend hoses 
down your roof. If it’s water tight, pat yourself on the back. If 
there are leaks you’re on your own! Replace the small cover 
plates. Sorry for the vagueness of the instructions, it’s not really 
practical to be more precise. The shop manual doesn’t come 
anywhere close to this level of detail. For squeaks only, check 
the gap I’ve mentioned above, if it is really tight, remove the 
little cover plate, move the handle toward the back until the 
hole in the handle under the cover plate allows you to loosen the 
Torx screw, loosen the other Torx screw just enough so you can 
widen the gap just a slight amount, and then retighten the Torx 
screws. 

October      
12-14 Gathering C3 Extravaganza National Corvette Museum, Bowling Green KY 1-

800-53-VETTE or (270) 781-7973 

14 Autocross CCT Annual Roundup Check the newsletter for more info

28-29 Speed run Texas Mile unlimited top speed runs Goliad Industrial Airpark Goliad TX. www.texas.mile

November     
10-11 Meeting NCCC National Meeting Sheraton Westport, St. Louis, MO

December     
2 Party CCT Christmas Party (Date tentitive) Fort Worth, TX. (Texas Motor Speedway)

C5 Removable Roof Adjustment 
From the Corvette Forum

Submitter’s Name: Paul K. Johnson 

This is what worked for me, it differs 
from GM’s offi cial instructions. This 
is for a minor adjustment and assumes 
a course adjustment has already been 
made. This may be different for a 2000 
or later. 

You’ll need a 2mm Allen wrench and a T30 Torx driver. 

If you have an old roof which is properly adjusted take a look 
at the gap between the housing around the front latch handle 
pivot point and the striker assembly, you will need to unlatch 
each front latch to see this. On mine the passenger side was 
almost touching and the driver side was less than 1 mm. GM’s 
instructions say that this should be at least 2 mm, apparently the 
factory people disagree. My money is on the factory. 

Unlatch and latch the rear handle several times to get a good 
feel for how tight this should be. Remove the old roof. Place the 
new roof on a blanket on the ground with the bottom facing up. 
Loosen the set screw perpendicular to the hook on the rear latch 
with the 2 mm Allen wrench so that the hook can be rotated a 
full turn. On the front handles above the pivot point is a cover. 
To each side of the wide end of the cover is a small hole. Take a 
dull 10 penny nail or equivalent (sorry, I don’t have the GM tool 
number for this ;-) and put it in the hole on one side, that side 
of the cover then pops out a little. Hold that side of the cover 
out and put the nail in the opposite hole. This should pop the 
cover off. Do not try to remove the cover by any other means 
or you will likely damage it. Slightly loosen the 4 Torx screws 
just enough so the bases of the handles can slide around, you 
will need to point the handles toward the rear to get to two of 
the screws. There is a hole in the handle (under where the cover 
used to be) to get to two of the screws. Notice that in front of 
each handle is a pin pointing up. This pin slides into a hole on 
the striker assembly on the windshield and this is how the roof 
is aligned. 


