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Monthly Meeting
Held every third Saturday of the month, 
at 11:00 a.m. at Friendly Chevrolet, 2754 
North Stemmons Freeway, Dallas. All 
members, visitors and Corvette owners 
are welcome. Following each CCT 
membership meeting, a CCT aft er club 
drive & eat social event is hosted by a 
CCT member.

Monthly Board Meeting
Held before the monthly Membership 
Meeting at 10:30 a.m. at Friendly 
Chevrolet. All members are invited to 
attend.

The Corvetter

Volume 72 Issue 6

Th e Corvetter, the offi  cial newsletter of the 
Corvette Club of Texas (CCT), is published 
monthly by Th e Corvette Club of Texas P.O. Box 
36022, Dallas, Texas 75235-1022 for the exclusive 
use of its members and invited guests. Initial 
distribution is done electronically by e-mail. A 
small number of paper copies are delivered via 
First Class mail or by hand when necessary. Th e 
newsletter is also available on the CCT web site: 
www.corvettecluboft exas.org Subscriptions to Th e 
Corvetter are free to CCT members. 

© 2020 Corvette Club of Texas. All rights reserved. 
Reprints of original material are available on a per 
article basis only with written permission of a CCT 
offi  cer, the author or the Editor. 

Previously copyrighted material if any retains 
the original author’s copyright. Please send all 
submissions via e-mail to the editor at jwagner@
primethepump.com. All submissions become 
intellectual property of Th e Corvetter. 

Upcoming Events
Before attending any event listed in this calendar please double check with the organizers for 
any last minute changes. CCT is not responsible for the accuracy of any listing except for CCT 
events. For NCCC events check  http://www.corvettesnccc.org/

Our Friendly Rep!
Friendly Chevrolet’s representative to the 
Corvette Club of Texas is the Friendly 
Internet Manager David Walker. When 
you need to replace your Corvette with a 
new Corvette, or when you are upgrading 
the family car for a new one, be sure 
and give Friendly a call at  214-920-1900 
and ask for David or email dwalker@
friendlychevy.com

On the Cover: 
Pretty 1955 Corvette in a perfect setting. 
The green top goes well with the yellow 
paint, in my opinion.

2020
June All events assumed cancelled 

unless otherwise noted.
6 Central Okla Corvette in Edmond, OK
13 LSCC Monthly Meeting @ the new Shuck Me 

(Limited to 120 people, must preregister on the 
LSCC website.)

11:30 AM

13 NCCo Corvette Show in Norman, OK 
13 13th Annual NCCO Toys for Tots All Corvette Show 

@ Norman OK
13 - 14 Spring Scramble, Car Show, Funkhana and 

Rallyes @ Mansfi eld TX (CTV & BRCC/CCT)
20 CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 10:30 AM
20 CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 11:00 AM

July
5 - 10 NCCC National Convention in Indianapolis
11 LSCC Monthly Meeting @ Cooper’s Old Time Pit 

Bar-B-Que
11:30 AM

15 - 18 Black Hills Corvette in Spearfi sh, SD
18 CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 10:30 AM
18 CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 11:00 AM
19 - 23 NCRS National in French Lick, IN

August
15 CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 10:30 AM
15 CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 11:00 AM

September
3 - 4 26th Anniversary Celebration  @ National Corvette 

Museum
11 - 12 NCCC National Meetings in St. Louis
19 CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 10:30 AM
19 CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 11:00 AM

October
10 Brazos River Corvette in Granbury
17 CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 10:30 AM
17 CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 11:00 AM
22 - 24  NCRS Regional in Frisco

November
6 - 7 NCCC National Meetings in St. Louis
21 CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 10:30 AM
21 CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 11:00 AM
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From the EditorOffi  cers

President Jeff  Rosen 214-801-6083 funvettes@gmail.com

Vice President Mike Garrison 214-202-3012 mdgarrison@tx.rr.com

Treasurer Jim Iuele 817-428-1300 carguy0347@aol.com

Secretary Melissa Leslie 214-566-6244 melissajm@hotmail.com

NCCC Governor Paul Wolter 817-478-6096 pwol1962@sbcglobal.net

Board Members
John Crisler Term ends 12-2020 817-281-4028 jccrisler@att.net

Pat Kimminau Term ends 12-2020 817-656-5355 rpkimm@sbcglobal.net

Gilbert Crouch Term ends 12-2021 crouchmtr@verizon.net

Charles Whitaker

Joe Wagner

Term ends 12-2021

Term ends 12/2021

972-239-0485

817-253-4032

whitaker@fl ash.net

jwagner@primethepump.com

Staff  Chairpersons
Activities Open

Charities Coordinator Pat Kimminau 817-478-6096 rpkimm@sbcglobal.net

Club Merchandise Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Membership Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Property Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Historian Open  

Newsletter Joe Wagner 817-282-1355 jwagner@primethepump.com

Photographer Charles Whitaker 972-239-0485 whitaker@fl ash.net

Raffl  e Joann Powdrill 214-725-0092 powdrill@hotmail.com

Webmaster Joe Wagner 817-282-1355 jwagner@primethepump.com

NCM Ambassador James Powdrill 214-558-0095 jamespowdrill@mypbmail.com

After Meeting Drive & Eat CCT Event Coordinator
Date Host Month Coordinator

January 18th, 2020 Debbie & Mike January 2020 Open

February 15th Mitch & Carol February  Paulette - Quarterly Dinner

March  21st Bob & Paula March Debbie - Train trip

April 18th Debbie & Mike April Open

May 16th Gilbert & Charly May Paulette - Quarterly Dinner

June 20th Open June Open

July 18th Open July Open

August 15th Open August Open

September 19th Open September Open

October 17th Open October Open

November 21st Open November Open 

December No meeting in Dec. December Christmas Party

Joe Wagner

Sign up with the CCT Activities Chair or any offi  cer or email: jwagner@primethepump.com.

I don’t like being a pessimist but I am 
beginning to doubt if CCT can survive 
COVID 19  even if all of its members do, 
I hope I’m wrong. 

Negatives:

• Our membership is made up almost 
exclusively of people in the highest 
risk group.

• Most of our activities include 20 or 
more people in close proximity which 
I believe is still not permitted in most 
places. Hard to practice “social 
distancing.”

• Everyone has gotten out of the habit 
of attending regular meetings and 
events.

• There has been no activity at the 
CCT board level since March so I 
assume there are no plans about 
reopening any of the club activities. 

Positives:

• We all still like to drive our Corvettes, 
and haven’t been doing so for 
months. (I have only fi lled up my 
tank once since March.)

• We all still like the people in the club 
and want to associate with them 
again.
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Governor’s Report.     (Prepared by Paul Wolter)
The 2020 pandemic has cancelled a lot of events throughout the world and altered many lives and economies. I am 
sure that we will continue to be required to alter how we interact with others by maintaining distances, wearing masks 
(probably optional preference) when in a group, especially when around people we do not know, like grocery shopping, 
going to the drug store, malls, etc.  Kind of like what resulted after 911 which resulted in increased security at airports 
internationally, courthouses plus random demented school shootings that resulted in police stationed in every school 
during classes.

The annual Corvette show sponsored by Cowtown Vettes at Fat Daddy’s in Mansfi eld on Saturday; June 13th has been 
cancelled. The annual 4th of July parade that CCT and Cowtown Vettes in Westcliff f Village in Ft. Worth has also been 
cancelled this year.

The second NCCC SWR governors’ meeting is being held as scheduled on Saturday, June 13th.  It will be a virtual 
meeting using Microsoft Teams software.  Teams allows meeting participants see who is talking and see the 
presentation material being discussed.  Soooooo, I will have to put together and present the quarterly treasurer’s report, 
budget status, etc.

TMS is hosting the IRL race at TMS as scheduled on June 7th, but with no fans in the grandstands or infi eld.

TMS Hosts Senior Graduations.
Another casualty of the COVID-19 has been high school graduations. The Texas Motor Speedway (TMS) and several 
other tracks owned by Speedway Motorsports hosted high school graduations at their facilities. Chairs for the graduates 
were set up along the start/fi nish line, a stage was erected and parents & friends were allowed to park in the infi eld 
facing the Big Hoss screen and were able to watch the graduation ceremony from their cars at TMS during the 30+ 
graduations that occurred over several weeks.  At our TMS condo while the two bathrooms showers were being 
remodeled, I took several pictures of the event.  I am sure some of you may have seen coverage provided by the local 
news stations.

Graduating Seniors Came Early and Parked on the Hard Surface Adjacent to the Garages
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Parents and Friends of the Graduating Seniors Parked in the Infi eld Facing Away from the Graduation Ceremony Being 
Held on the 1 ½ Mile Racetrack’s Start/Finish Line.  Seniors were able to have their pictures taken in the Winner’s Circle, 
something they should remember for years to come.

Parents and Friends were able to Watch the Graduation Ceremony on the World’s Largest HDTV Screen While Sitting in 
their Vehicles.
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C8 Corvette Secret Power Weapon Revealed.(Submitted by Paul Wolter)
Michael Brown, who has a very unique Corvette collection at his Arlington residence which CCT members have viewed 
several times has a YouTube video about the Turbo Encabulator that GM installed in the C8 power train.  The Turbo 
Encabulator provides a huge power increase in the new rear engine Corvette.

For you Corvette enthusiasts, here is the YouTube video produced by Corvette Collector Michael Brown of Arlington, 
Texas. In the video opening Michael can be seen driving his new C8 Corvette down the street in front of his home, then 
pulling into his driveway. Michael  while standing adjacent to his new Black C8 reveals the new Secret power device 
that helps power the new rear engine Corvette. (in Michael’s Corvette collection “Hooked on Corvettes” there are only 
two colors of Corvettes: Black and Silver).    https://www.hookedonvettes.com/   Michael has produced several other 
interesting & funny videos with Corvettes.

Michael Brown’s wife, Sandra, is a well-known author who has written and published over 70 books.

Watch the following interesting YouTube video that was developed and presented by Michael.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WWjZvDc0YgY

I believe that there is going to be a C8 recall soon because of the Gridle spring failure in the new Corvette.
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https://corvettestory.com/beginning-Corvette.php

 The Corvette Story
The 1950s was an exciting and innovative decade for the American automobile industry. The country had just come out of 
World War II and demand for cars, which had taken a leave of absence during the war years, was exploding. 

Something diff erent began to appear on American roads: sports cars. GIs that served in Europe discovered a real 
aff ection for MGs and many other small two seaters and brought them home with them. All sorts of sports car events, 
from rallies to hard core races, showed a sudden burst of popularity. 

The lead instigator in the birth of the Corvette was Harley Earl, the head of GM’s Art and Color studio. He was a sports 
car afi cionado, and an admirer of the Jaguar XK-120. 

Harley Earl (left) was the head of GM design from 1927 to 1958 and inspired the two seat American sports car we know 
as the Corvette. He was a big fan of the Jaguar XK-120 (right). Note the basic design of the Jaguar: huge long hood, 
minimal two seat passenger area and a short rear deck. This same philosophy would be the basis for the Corvette for 
more than 50 years. 

In the beginning, all Corvettes featured fi berglass bodies. The material was relatively 
new in 1953 when the fi rst Corvettes appeared. It was renowned for its light weight - as 
per the photo to the right - and can be thought of as the carbon fi ber of the 1950s. At that 
time only a few cars available to the public featured fi berglass bodies but the material was 
popular with design studios as it was a low cost method to quickly create interesting body 
styles. 

As the technology advanced, more modern composite materials were used and 
fi berglass, as used in the fi rst Corvettes, was phased out. 

Corvette started life in fi berglass form mostly out of necessity. Only 300 were made in the 
fi rst production model year and fi berglass is well suited to low volume production since 
creating the tooling to stamp out steel panels is expensive. Labor and supply problems 
with steel also contributed to the decision to build a fi berglass body for the Corvette. Years 
later Corvette production would climb to numbers that favored steel production which 

was more effi  cient as steel bodies did not need time to cure inside of molds. Tradition, always an important factor in the 
Corvette story, dictated that the distinctive fi berglass body material would remain in use. 

The use of fi berglass as a body material brings up another sometimes controversial Corvette subject: build quality. 
Through the years it has varied, being poor in the beginning and improving as customers demanded better paint jobs 
and fi t / fi nish. Early Corvettes had large panel fi t problems; you can even see this in the photographs, so up close and in 
person they are very obvious. Another problem is panel waviness. This can present a dilemma to anyone who is restoring 
a Corvette. Do you keep the panel as it was delivered from the factory or should it be smoothed out? 

Fiberglass played another role in the Corvette story. Certain shapes and styling themes can favor steel or fi berglass 
body construction; it is part of the nature of the characteristics of both materials. This explains the many distinctive styling 
advantages the Corvette has enjoyed over the years. 



8

The Corvetter                June 2020

Chevrolet actually had some big ideas that involved a series of cars with a similar styling theme and fi berglass 
construction. Above is the Corvair and below is the Nomad. Poor sales of early Corvettes put an end to the plans. Both 
names would be applied to steel bodied models years later although the styling would be diff erent. 

Interesting trivia dept.: The name Corvair is actually a combination of “Corvette” and “Bel Air”, another Chevrolet model. 
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https://www.corvettemuseum.org/museums-experimental-mid-engine-corvette-featured-at-amelia-concours/

Ed: Although the event is passed, the article was written earlier. I decided to leave it in the present tense.

Museum’s Experimental Mid-Engine Corvette Featured at Amelia 
Concours
February 27, 2020

To celebrate the arrival of the next generation Corvette, Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance is hosting the ‘Silver 
Anniversary Amelia’s Mid-Engine Corvette’ class on March 8, 2020. Displayed as part of this class includes the 
Museum’s recently acquired 1973 XP-987, along with Chevrolet’s 1964 Grand Sport IIB research vehicle, CERV I, CERV 
II, Corvette XP-819, XP-895, Aerovette, CERV III and the Indy Corvette.

XP-987 fi rst made an appearance at Amelia in 2019 under previous ownership, but was invited back to be part of this 
special display.

“Word has quickly spread that we now own this one-of-a-kind Corvette with a rotary engine, and we’ve been receiving a 
number of invitations to show it off  at various events throughout the country,” said Derek E. Moore, Director of Collections 
/ Curator at the Museum. “It’s a common practice of automotive museums to attend a lot of these shows because not 
only does it bring the museum out to diff erent parts of the country, it helps you meet prospective donors and prospective 
partners in projects.”

Museum President and CEO Dr. Sean Preston echoes Moore’s sentiment. “One of our goals is to get the Museum out 
into the car community more. We want to reach people that may otherwise never be exposed to the National Corvette 
Museum, and may not have the opportunity to visit.”

Details on the 196 Grand Sport IIB from Amelia Island Concours:

      1964 GS IIB

This will mark the fi rst appearance of the one-off  experimental 1964 GS IIB outside the Chaparral Gallery of the 
Petroleum Museum in Midland, Texas.

Applying the name Corvette to the nose and fl anks of the GS II likely disguised GM Chief Engineer Frank Winchell’s 
ambitions to create a state-of-the-art Chevy-powered prototype race car and successor to the Corvette Grand Sport.

The 1960s were years of revolution in motorsport. Engines moved behind the driver. Wide tires replaced the skinny high-
profi le rubber that had been Formula 1 and sports car orthodoxy.

Aerodynamics practically became a religion. And no one was more in tune with the new rhythms of race car design than 
Cal Tech engineering graduate, Chaparral creator and Rattlesnake Raceway owner Jim Hall. He opened his doors to 
Winchell & Co.
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Hall’s remote Rattlesnake Raceway test facility off ered Winchell the perfect cover to shield the GS II from prying eyes and 
lenses and cold winters.

In the wake of the American Manufacturer’s Association ban on direct factory racing participation, companies like 
Chevrolet were limited to creating research vehicles and assisting private teams. That’s precisely where the GS II fi t 
perfectly.

The GS II was based loosely on Chevy’s Monza GT concept car that used Corvair running gear in Chevrolet’s fi rst 
monocoque design. But unlike the Monza GT, the GS II took the theme several steps further by using thin-gauge steel 
and an experimental all-aluminum 327 V8 engine that was mated to a bespoke single-speed automatic transmission.

In the years that the Corvette Sting Ray was the latest design, the GS II was a bolt of engineering lightning created by 
an all-star squad: Larry Shinoda designed the GS II’s svelte body. The radical single-speed automatic transmission was 
developed by Chevy’s Jerry Mrlik. It was a confl uence of the latest thinking and it looked and acted the part.

In 1964, after a brief testing period, the GS II was returned to Michigan and destroyed. An updated GS IIB was then 
built. The monocoque chassis was riveted and bonded together using .032″ sheet aluminum. The body was revised to 
accommodate wider tires.

GS IIB was then shipped to Midland where it underwent extensive testing. The Amelia’s 2003 honoree, Jim Hall, was 
behind the wheel for the majority of the GS IIB’s high-speed runs.

“The Mid-Engine Corvette Class is a dream class,” said Bill Warner, founder and Chairman of the Amelia Island 
Concours. “Having a historically signifi cant car at The Amelia that’s never been seen in a concours before is a dream for 
us. Thanks to Chaparral and the Petroleum Museum that dream has come true.”


