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Monthly Meeting
Held every third Friday of the month, 
at 7:30 p.m. at Friendly Chevrolet, 
2754 North Stemmons Freeway, 
Dallas. All members, visitors and 
Corvette owners are welcome. 
Following each CCT membership 
meeting, a CCT after club social 
event is hosted by a CCT member, 
starting at approximately 8:30 p.m.

Monthly Board Meeting
Held before the monthly Membership 
Meeting at 7:00 p.m. at Friendly 
Chevrolet. All members are invited to 
attend.

The Corvetter

Volume 69 Issue 9

The Corvetter, the offi  cial newsletter of the 
Corvette Club of Texas (CCT), is published 
monthly by The Corvette Club of Texas P.O. 
Box 36022, Dallas, Texas 75235-1022 for 
the exclusive use of its members and invited 
guests. Initial distribution is done electronically 
by e-mail. A small number of paper copies are 
delivered via First Class mail or by hand when 
necessary. The newsletter is also available on 
the CCT web site: www.corvettecluboftexas.
org Subscriptions to The Corvetter are free to 
CCT members. 

© 2016 Corvette Club of Texas. All rights 
reserved. Reprints of original material are 
available on a per article basis only with 
written permission of a CCT offi  cer, the author 
or the Editor. 

Previously copyrighted material if any retains 
the original author’s copyright. Please send 
all submissions via e-mail to the editor at 
jwagner@gte.net. All submissions become 
intellectual property of The Corvetter. 

On the Cover:  Tension blue interior in 
a 2018 Grand Sport.

Upcoming Events
Before attending any event listed in this calendar please double check with 
the organizers for any last minute changes. CCT is not responsible for the 
accuracy of any listing except of CCT events. For NCCC events check                                             
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/

Our Friendly Rep!
Friendly Chevrolet’s representative to the 
Corvette Club of Texas is still pending. 
When you need to replace your Corvette 
with a new C7, or when you are upgrading 
the family car for a new one, be sure and 
give Friendly a call at  214-920-1900.

In addition to his regular work schedule, 
the rep  is normally at the dealership 
during our monthly Friday night 
membership meeting. 

2017
Sep. 15 CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 07:00 PM

The board meeting is held at the Friendly Chevrolet snack bar one half hour before 
the general meeting. All members are welcome.

Sep. 15 CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 07:30 PM
The general membership meeting is held in the Friendly Chevrolet second fl oor 
meeting room. Bring a raffl  e gift and get a free raffl  e ticket. All are welcome to join 
us at an after meeting dinner at a diff erent restaurant each month.

Oct. 14 12th Annual BRCC Corvette show
In Granbury. See fl yer

Oct. 20 CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 07:00 PM
The board meeting is held at the Friendly Chevrolet snack bar one half hour before 
the general meeting. All members are welcome.

Oct. 20 CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 07:30 PM
The general membership meeting is held in the Friendly Chevrolet second fl oor 
meeting room. Bring a raffl  e gift and get a free raffl  e ticket. All are welcome to join 
us at an after meeting dinner at a diff erent restaurant each month.

Oct. 21 16th Annual Cowtown Vettes Car Show
In Fort Worth, see fl yer

Oct. 27 Richardson High School Homecoming Parade
A parade for the school we sponsor. More details later.

Nov. 17 CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 07:00 PM
The board meeting is held at the Friendly Chevrolet snack bar one half hour before 
the general meeting. All members are welcome.

Nov. 17 CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 07:30 PM
The general membership meeting is held in the Friendly Chevrolet second fl oor 
meeting room. Bring a raffl  e gift and get a free raffl  e ticket. All are welcome to join 
us at an after meeting dinner at a diff erent restaurant each month.

Nov. 18 & 19 CCT/CTV Joint autocross 
in Mineral Wells. More Info later

Dec. 2 CCT Christmas Party
More information later
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From the EditorOffi  cers

President Bob Kee 903-286-5757 dpskee@aol.com

Vice President Michael Garrison 214-202-3012 mdgarrisom@tx.rr.com

Treasurer Jim Iuele 817-428-1300 carguy0347@aol.com

Secretary Melissa Leslie 214-566-6244 melissal@koonsfuller.com

NCCC Governor Paul Wolter 817-478-6096 pwol1962@sbcglobal.net

Board Members
Marvin Snyder Term ends 12-2017 donmarvettes@sbcglobal.net

Carey Leslie Term ends 12-2017 469-404-6029 celeslie@tx.rr.com

Sharon Norris Term ends 12-2017 972-412-7968 ssnorris@verizon.net

Ken Bradley Term ends 12-2018 214-348-0775 k.bradley@sbcglobal.net

Ray Kimminau Term ends 12-2018 817-656-5355 rpkimm@sbcglobal.net

Staff  Chairpersons
Activities TBA

Charities Coordinator Pat Kimminau 817-478-6096 rpkimm@sbcglobal.net

Club Merchandise Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Membership Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Property Mary Wolter 817-478-6096 mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Historian Ken Bradley 214-348-0775 k.bradley@sbcglobal.net

Newsletter Joe Wagner 817-282-1355 jwagner@gte.net

Photographer Charles Whitaker 972-239-0485 whitaker@fl ash.net

Raffl  e Joann Powdrill 214-725-0092 powdrill@hotmail.com

Webmaster Joe Wagner 817-282-1355 jwagner@gte.net

NCM Ambassador James Powdrill 214-558-0095 jamespowdrill@mypbmail.com

After Meeting Drive & Eat CCT Event Coordinator
Sign up at a meeting or email jwagner@gte.net Sign up with the CCT Activities Chair or any offi  cer.
Month Host Month Coordinator

January 20th, 2017 Sharon Norris January Open

February 17th Carey & Melissa Leslie February  18th Paul and Mary Wolter

March 17th Bob and Paula Mischel March Open

April 21st Paul and Mary Wolter April Open

May 19th Mitch and Carol Factor May Open

June 16th Mitch and Carol Factor June Open

July 21st Ken & Jeanette Bradley July Paul and Mary Wolter

August 18th Darlie & Bob Kee August Open

September 15th Sharon Norris September Open

October 20th James & Joann Powdrill October Open

November 17th Mike and Debbie Garrison November Open

December 15th Jim & Joanne Iuele December Open

Joe Wagner

Well, I heard from one person on my 
website question. That was a board 
member who thanked my for “cleaning 
up” the site. So apparently no one cares 
if there is little dynamic content. OK, no 
problem... Less work for me.

I missed my self imposed “First of the 
month” publication date for the fi rst time 
this month. I was driving from Chicago 
at the end of the month and didn’t get 
back until Sep. 2nd. It is hard to put 
together something like a newsletter on 
a hotel Wi-Fi.

Paulette and I drove up to Chicago to 
help my 97 year old mother move out of 
her house into a memory care facility. 
She has lived in the same house for 
66 years. I was 10 years old when we 
moved there!  The move went well and 
my mother was settled in after only 
2 days. After living virtually alone for 
many, many years I think she enjoys all 
of the attention from the facility staff .

It is sad to have a relative go down 
hill like that. She is happy and talks to 
everyone but forgets anything she said 
5 minutes later. She knows I am her 
son but can’t remember my name. At 
least she has the money to aff ord a nice 
facility for the rest of her days.
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CCT General Membership Meeting Minutes

 August 18, 2017

The CCT Brunch will be held on Saturday, September 23, 2017 at 10:30am:

Raven's Grille, located inside the Texas Star Golf Course Clubhouse
1400 Texas Star Parkway

Euless, Texas 76040

817-685-1843

http://www.texasstargolf.com/RavensGrille.htm 

We enjoyed a visit to this place in April. Check out the menu at: http://www.texasstargolf.com/
menu.htm#brunch

Send an RSVP to Paulette@themoralefairy.com    or call 817-253-4030. Always call or text with 
last minute changes, please.  

Meeting called to order by Bob Kee at 7:29 p.m.  After Club Social/Dinner would be at 
Olive Garden

Minutes of the July meeting were approved.

Jim Iuele gave a treasurer’s report. 

Paulette Wagner stated that brunch would happen on August 26th at the Egg & I in 
Carrollton.

Debbie Garrison spoke about outing she and Mike have planned for CCT on September 
30th to the Vintage Grill and Car Museum in Weatherford, Texas. 

Facebook and Instagram were discussed.  It was determined that Carol Factor and Darlie 
Kee are the ones who last did this type of promotion for the group.

There was discussion about updating the bylaws and creating a committee to research and suggest edits.

Paulette moved to update the bylaws.  Bob Kee seconded the motion and it passed.

The BOD will create updates and bring them to the membership for approval. 

 The Raffl  e was conducted and the meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m.

August Minutes were taken by Carey Leslie.

Respectfully submitted by Melissa Leslie, CCT Secretary 
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CCT meetings by Joe Wagner
We missed Charles at the meeting while he was out chasing the sun. So it is up to me and my poor photo skills to cover 
the meetings. 

Our leaders hard at work at the Board meeting.

A feeble attempt at merging photos. At least  the crowd isn’t distorted 
(much)... Meeting attendees.
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Bob Kee, Mike & Debbie Garrison hiding in 
the corner

Michael Shriro dropped in to the meeting to 
ask questions about buying his fi rst C7.

Ken Bradley Marvin Snyder

Pat Kimminau Some of the folks at Olive Garden after 
the meeting.
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August 2017 Brunch at Egg & I

 Total Solar Eclipse

By Charles Whitaker

The monthly brunch was held on August 26th 2017 at the Egg & I located in Carrollton, Texas. There were 9 Corvette 
Club of Texas members in attendance. Paulette planned the brunch and then Joe & Paulette went to Chicago for a 
family event so  Kathryn & David Cooper were the hosts for the brunch. The other Corvette club members were Charles 
Whitaker, Bob & Paula Mischel, John & Selma Booth and Ray & Pat Kimminau.

The Egg & I

Thanks to Paulette for arranging our brunch and to Kathryn & David Cooper for hosting it. The Egg & I is one of our 
favorite brunch locations because of the good food and friendly service. I am sure that we will return again. I am looking 
forward to the September brunch.
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We had a happy group and everyone had a big smile after someone made a funny remark. One of the waitresses 
took the group photo and I believe I told her to just hold down on the shutter release until she got a good photo so with 
camera clicking away, we got a good photo.

Do You Love a Parade?
Save the date – On Friday afternoon, Oct 27th 
CCT will participate in the Richardson High
School Homecoming Parade.
Details will be shared as soon as they are 
available.
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Total Solar Eclipse of 2017

I missed the August CCT meeting because I was chasing the Total Solar Eclipse. I selected fi ve of the best photographs 
of the 324 that I took of the eclipse and I showed them at the brunch using my laptop computer. I got a lot of compliments 
at the brunch and that made me feel good. Now I will tell my story of the Eclipse trip with the fi ve photos that I showed 
and of my history in astronomy.

I have always loved astronomy starting with building my own telescope years ago by grinding and polishing the 8-inch 
mirror, building the tube assembly, telescope mount and even turning out the gears for the drive mechanism. Over several 
years my son Walter and I observed all the 107 deep sky objects in the famous Messier catalog. Walter was in grade 
school at the time and he used his observations for his science project that year. I continued enjoying astronomy for many 
years and I was the president of the Texas Astronomy Cub during the 1985-1986 apparition.

It was with excitement that I read about the 2017 total solar eclipse. It was not possible for me to take my telescope to 
observe the eclipse due to the size and weight so I decided to get a new digital camera with two zoom lenses, one for 
everyday photography and one for telephoto photography of the sun, moon and the eclipse with a special solar fi lter. The 
camera and lens arrived in July and I started learning and practicing taking photos with it. After a month of practice and 
800 photos, I felt reasonably ready to chase the eclipse.

Planning the eclipse chase was intense. My son Walter and his wife Funda invited me to fl y to St. Louis where they live 
and the drive to Columbia, Missouri. The long-range (monthly) forecast was good for Columbia, but after I arrived in St. 
Louis the three-day forecast for Columbia was for thunder storms on the day of the eclipse. I searched all of the way to 
Casper, Wyoming and the forecasts were not good to the far west. Walter searched to the east and found that Clarksville, 
Tennessee had a good forecast. So, Walter made us two-night motel reservations and we drove to Clarksville Saturday 
morning.

Clarksville is the fi fth largest city in Tennessee and while it was within the path of totality (where the eclipse is total) it 
was near the edge of totality so on Saturday we drove north 19 miles to Guthrie, Kentucky. There were a lot of places to 
observe the eclipse in Guthrie, but it was not quite on the centerline of the eclipse so on Sunday were drove back north 
through Guthrie to Allensville, Kentucky where the NASA eclipse map showed that we were on the centerline. Again, 
there were many places to observe and we selected a elementary school yard and a cemetery on a knoll overlooking 
a corn fi eld. We were worried that the cemetery would be blocked off  for the eclipse, but when we arrived on Monday 
morning for the eclipse there were cars already there and the cemetery caretaker said it was okay, but park on the 
blacktop not the grass. So, at 9:40 a.m. (well before noon which was the start of the partial eclipse) we set up our chairs 
and umbrellas, my camera and ate lunch. I took a couple of test photos and all was well. The fi rst photo below is a self-
photo that Funda took with my tripod and camera covered with a towel and the corn fi eld was a nice relief place.

      Funda, Me and Walter
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Our selected site for the eclipse was on a state road 102 leading from US 79 to Allensville, Kentucky. The next photo 
shows another corn fi eld that had been harvested on the other side of 102 and from looking at the NASA map the center 
line of the eclipse was somewhere between the road and the trees.

    Cemetery, State Road 102 & the Corn Field of Totality

I started taking photos just before the partial eclipse started and in the fi rst photo you should be able to see a group of 
four sun spots just above the center and another group of two sun spots at the lower left edge of the sun.

Then I took photos every ten minutes until the start of totality. From the partial eclipse before totality I selected one to 
include here.

I can say the start of totality was an awe-inspiring event that sort of took my breath away. I really wasn’t expecting that 
and it was a beautiful sight that I will remember forever. The fi rst totality photo is the best photo that I have ever taken 
and I am going to frame it and put it on the wall of my house. The second totality photo is of what is called the diamond 
ring.

We stayed for another hour and a half so that I could take photos of the second partial phase. During that time, I 
wandered through the cemetery and I believe that I may have found some of my relatives that settled in western 
Kentucky. Charles was a popular name in my family and I found two grave stones for Charles Whitaker. The grave below 
may be my father’s cousin.
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Sun Spots

Partial Ec lipse Before Totality
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Sun’s Corona During Totality 

The Diamond Ring
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Partial Eclipse After Totality

CCT has a new member. Please make him feel 
welcome at the next meeting.

Roger Cunningham

Springtown, TX 76082-7567

no email address

2010 coupe, silver and black

Thanks

   Mary
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Governor’s Report.  (Submitted by Paul Wolter)

We survived another hot July and August, but this year we 
had an unusual amount of rain which kept the yards and 
all the plants nice and green without having homeowners 
to do much watering.  It also kept the swimming pools 
completely topped off  throughout the summer. The 2017 
NCCC National Convention was held August 21st thru 
24th in Bowling Green, KY.  The 2018 NCCC National 
Convention is being hosted by the Southwest Region in 
New Orleans, LA. Watch for future information on the 
events that are being planned.
Here are several Corvette events that are coming up soon, 
plus our joint CCT/CTV autocross:
 Saturday October 14th Brazos River 12th Annual 
C orvette Show  in Granbury

 Saturday October 21st is Cowtown Vettes 16th Annual Corvette Show in Fort Worth

 Saturday and Sunday November 18 & 19 is the CCT/CTV joint autocross in Mineral Wells. CCT’s seven 
autocrosses will be held on Sunday, November 19th.

 Other 2017 NCCC Southwest Region event dates and fliers that are being hosted are provided at: h t t p: //
www.ncccswregion.org/schedule_2017.html 

The 1987 Corvette shown above was advertised for sale on Craig’s List last month.  I guess the owner wanted a 
“Wow Factor” and might have been a Corvette enthusiast that couldn’t think of a better body to put on chassis.  
It’s got to be one of a kind and I doubt that you will never see very many used this way.  That project had to be a 
money pit and will only recoup a fraction of the investment.

The 1953 Corvette that was shown at the NCRS Convention in July at San Antonio, TX and printed in our August 
newsletter was also displayed at the Corvettes at Carlisle, PA last month. I would imagine that it attracted a lot of 
attention and comments.  The Corvette purists most likely cringed and were disappointed that someone would do 
that to a rare Corvette that was 1 of 300 manufactured. Below is a front and rear view of the 1953 Corvette.
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Great American Trucking Show. (Submitted by Paul Wolter).

Six members of the Corvette Club of Texas were 
tasked again this year to judge at the 2017 Great 
American Trucking show at the Kay Bailey 
Hutchinson Conference Center in Dallas. Last 
year they needed 9 CCT  members to help judge 
the big truck entrants but this year we were only 
requested to provide 6 CCT members. There were 
3 additional non-CCT judges.  
Judging teams consisted of 3 persons in each team 
resulting in 3 teams performing judging.  The 
average time spent judging each entrant was 10 
to 15 minutes.  Nearly 5 minutes of the time was 
spent with the owner telling us about their truck and 
bob tail (when present). I, Ray and another non-
CCT member were tasked with judging interiors, 

sleepers and paint. The owners spent hundreds of hours cleaning and detailing their truck/bob tail/trailer.

 
It took the judging teams about an hour longer to complete judging this year due to having one fewer judging 
team.  Pride and Polish, who hosted the show, like in the previous year’s, gave each judge a shirt showing the 
previous year’s best of show, paid for our lunches, parking plus a gratuity showing their appreciation for our eff ort. 

There were a huge number of exhibitors, some of which included new tractors with trailers.  To be allowed to 
have their entrant judged the truck/bob tail must be used as a daily working rig.  One bob tail rig came down from 
Canada to enter the competition.  I asked the owner if he ever used his rig on the “Ice Truckers” show.  He laughed 
and said no and that the drivers were actors and everything was scripted, like probably all the reality shows on 
TV.  They always include issues, disagreements and critical problems to make the show more interesting. Much 
of the tractors had a million or more miles of use.  The cost to each exhibitor was approximately $11.50/square 
foot.  Thus, a 10’ x 10’ (100 sq. ft.) area was $1,150
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John with the Autism Rig that also Showed in 2016  John Looking at a Resto Mod Tractor

 
Tribute Build to our US Soldiers Protecting our Freedom   “James Bond Style” Spiked Wheel

 
Owners Waiting for Judging Team Arrival   Several of the Entrants’ Tractors
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Note Distance from the 2nd Step to the Cab Floor   Ray & John Previewing Entrant’s Prior to Judging

 
Blue Lettering Tires with Polished Aluminum Wheel  Have You Ever Seen White Walls on a Big Rig?

RR Crossing Sign & Bell, With Working Train Horn , Ray & John with Bob Tail Trailer
All the trucks, bobtails and trailers were extremely clean and in a very high level of show quality.
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“NO CAR MOVEMENT”

$30.00
After Sept 12th

Add $10.00

(After Sept. 12, 2013)

No Refunds After Sept. 13, 2013

8th Annual BRCC
Corvette Show

October 13, 2013

PROCEEDS 
TO 

BENEFIT

12th Annual BRCC
Corvette Show

October 14, 2017

(After Sept. 14, 2017)

 No Refunds After Sept. 14, 2017

After Sept. 14th

Major Sponsors
SHOW PROCEEDS DONATED TO

Recommended Hotels

Plantation Inn
817-573-8846

Holiday InnExpress & Suites
817-579-9977

La Quinta Inn & Suites
817-573-2007

Additional City Information
Visit

http://www.granbury.org
This site provides all information 

Needed such as hotels, dinning, maps 
and various business.

(817-703-1818)

Mailing

ZR1/C7.R

Military Veterans


